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<Summaries of Contents>

Voting and Its Determinants
——A Case of 1979-1980 Japanese General Elections——

Sadafumi Kawato*

The last two Japanese general elections brought about the contra-
sting results, the one was the loss of the absolute majority of the LDP,
the other the unexpected comeback of the LDP to the ‘stable majority.’

Many scholars speculated about the reasons for this electoral
change in Japan. The author analyzes the survey data of post-election
study of Sapporo electorate planned and conducted by the workshop
at the Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University. This paper presents
preliminary findings and some hypotheses which come out of our study.

First, the author describes the constituency situations and the
bivariate relationship between sociological variables and vote. Then he
proceeds on to analysis of the impact of prime mi
on the increase of the LDP vote. The interesting finding is that there
is no strong relationship between the improvement of prime minister
Ohira’s image as a whole caused by his sudden death and the
increase of the LDP vote.

Second, the author indicates that there is some abnormal config-
uration of issues in 1979 but that it disappears in 1980. There are
fewer issues mentioned which have significant relations with the vote
for LDP in 1979 than in 1980.

Third, the author analyzes the party images of the JSP and
the LDP. Party images are significantly related to partisan vote. And
there is evidence that certain issues mentioned affect attitude toward

some items of party images.

* Associate Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Law, University of
Hokkaido
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The author concludes with a speculation that abnormal configu-
ration of issues might depress the party images of the LDP and
accordingly the LDP vote in 1979 and that when abnormality disap-
pears in 1980 the LDP vote comes back to its ‘normal’ level.
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