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—REE, BEROKALOMETH D, MOEFESiE, KTABEE R) ERE D) &K TH
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DA BEDIDRALILLDTH B,

IRODORELD L, Kabe, KExbUNO—ESE & OIC, KD X9 k#EERL LS
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(V) BEFER-BTKLBLOERS TREV, bHHA, —HHIGTLF TILELDIL
#EA T b 160~ 180 cm @Jrﬂmi, Wi DT & A EED R,

(Z) BKELKLALOHIE L, —REEDO2~3ELDOKREEAT %,

($)&&im&%tﬁHQMW —EETLD LI DTS, ZE YL T ED
T L, Fi, 4 9 H& 11 Tk 5 —BE TOMA K TRD E, 2B,
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TF5, AL &AxERTOIBIC, B 2n L HHHBOLBHE < X5 kBERAK
AL I N DD TH B, DL 5Bk, EENEMA2F3 A, e H ORSF/EL T
Ieofek FiCd, BmETRIOYEUETHRE I,
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L HF T, EH60ecm DL AHTKELAHAL, FRUTE—BESG & XHircx
I lfs»TC %,
KEBIZHIHICHT DO LEDDED, ED X5 Il b lBer~THXEL, Xbhund
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L, TTRBRELANT, I THELIISREL, LinL, AKRRETLEDVDEOMK
{EANE D X 5L AT O T O MBI, MR ol L, RBROMBELSr SV, 2
iz on ik, 5B LERCHEY T TS TIrEion,
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WO THZ E] OTFR, LENDERNITTE MR LKADL EERKAD L TR, FEED
BRECEBCLN DS D EFEZIRDI ORI ENLELERS, S, SO X /I viK
b b AEF LR TITE L,

V. HEREORSRAUAFER

WAFN 4L F 0L, Fio, REESZ OME 4+ B, ficdef 8, eREERESTOE
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JeRE o B AL N7°W O 7 mnc i LicER2 17° o SHE, B R O Bl ik S36°E o
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TEHOM, R LD LA, K I-6 DFLO L5 TH17,

xob v B AR 45 Sr o R O et H . 1.2 em/min, 70 45fECi% 1.0 ecm/min TH -
Fo. STHEABEDO LAY 16° 0@EFE TR Zie» o & 2 A, kKA DKL, K540
em/min O X TRHAAR T Lic, @ X5 flk/KiliZZ » TR A ETKIL, KBKETTE
BTriELbND, KBRTEESL KOBRSEIIY THLIONLL5IC, LEHPET
lem/fsec D TWETH D, HDOED L, @B FHEHESE O L KEC L » TR SEH
b, LbbhA, FOWTERENR S DS VL D/INE a5, #E I 0f 3 HY Dk
BB TEE v 2525 1) R ; v=0¢B L, 5DiXH\ Y, v=0¢ Bsinl & LicFhudiehbic
v, Qs ERE"TH B, 005, HHEOES L1, BRETI Eotonb, Rk
W EEY, 505 ORBEHROHKE FTEBECO ek T4, L T v~6 cm/min, BRHE
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WL, 0LD0EDORTOMBEHERIETHELHLONEBTHA, L, <0
WL, S 20 THEB o Ly, O EDI, BBEEEARDSL I EAKNL2M LY
LW LB, b0V LD, RCoNXET Y, Mol UCHET S 2 L Bl ik L
WI BT ED, ZOfke, LAY, OETHMBEEOMBIIC DR LD
T, FRPEN RS LD R T,

BER, MEEE QiL, WALARFETROLRTEIY, EHD D LS TR EKR
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7, BMEEEGCHEY D 7, KEEMN 1mX2m, EX25cm O 2KOW &M (AFa 7
A=) ORBICT A IR L SARBREZED, MEXEE 20em OFSICHEE L, ZhT
EH AL EEEN TtE s, Bk, ZOBRBOTYHRHCIEHATELDT, ZOTTHI S
AEE, SLICRIRERTEIHEEX TINn A, —F, BRBEBOMEZ L, i, 0
g, &R, BABARLTCV%, - T, HABEE L AEOKSE L OMBEIEOEL, Afhc &
BIrEEZXDLIENTEL, MEBEEEG LCOICHETRDEND LD, KR, BELET R
MECRITTHELHL I ENTED, BRMB ST 2MEEE»D, 4RDICHSIC L2
Sk LB, QiR Bogskobhs,

COXHREZDL LT, EEROMEIRAET254 A 12 A A, #ERIRTRO 7 =
A= b EOMERE L 20 cm O XCEE Lz, HEORRL KR 11-7 0FHZR$, 4
CH#BEO4H 16 B, EEEEOT (HE) OBl L0, o3 &R 0EAREEY (Ai)
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ha, 2T, RUIHOESHETONZ LHFIH LT, B2HOGKENDL, MTRE Y
RDDHZENTES, MEBEOIEDHITOT, FHEKE, ThirFzbKBEKOEX, Th
MHRDL N HMEEE S, 5 3ERT,

IhuwhbE, RECORBEEEL, OOl AFETOTEETITK> T3, HiE
TOMEL, S, KL RCEENH B, fE- T, AETOHE 0.005g/cm? min (%, ZOH
DEREFC L AMBEE L Z 2 TRELBLAVIERVTHA S, o, BRRE TOMEE
Q1B HETOM Qs #2E LB 7238H @ 0.005g/cm? min i%, ELAHIZ o Tk~ 1
MEERELEZLND,

:@B@%iﬁﬂ%f,—ﬂ*@vﬂ%ﬁéb,#kbmﬁbvmﬁﬁﬁ:otoD¢®
F gt &tk 1.5 cal/em? min 72 - 7 DT, HHOX LD EXDONHROTH#EETLH L, AT
X AMEEE L 0005 g/cm® - min &SRB, ZhilL, a7k$®1ﬁllm7b>%f—%tﬂé&*ﬁL
T b, Fio, NafcdBAREE COMEHEE Q,~0.010 g/cm®-min X, (21T CHFHT T
1M, SRRSO 2« BB T Db R KMEEED & LT 5,

DEoZEnh, ZoRE, ORI »2MEREL, R, RTsIocBEREE»N, TED
WE Lol 2B,
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Summary

Snow covers consist of a great number of layers of variously textured snow. Melting
of snow begins at the surface of snow cover, and the melt water permeates downwards into
the cover. However, permeation does not always occur uniformly in a downward direc-
tion. For instance the melt water down flow is often blocked by certain boundaries
between the snow layers, which causes a strongly heterogeneous distribution of free
water in a snow cover.

In order to study the permeation of melt water, the free water content was measured
in each of the snow layers composing the snow cover at constant intervals from morning
till late in the evening by the use of the “Combination Calorimeter” designed by Z. Yo-
sida®. The majority of the present work was done during the melt seasons of 1965 to
1968 on snow covers in mountainous regions in Hokkaido. In addition to the free water
content, general stratigraphy, temperature, density, Kinosita’s hardness, tensile strength,

grain size of the snow were also measured (Fig. 1). Meteorological observations on air
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temperature, wind speed, solar radiation and net long wave radiation were made through-
out the period of investigations.

The figure (a) at the top of Fig. 2 is a diagram showing the change in the distribu-
tion of free water in the upper half of a snow cover on flat ground. The ordinate gives
the height above the ground and abcissa the time. The free water content is shown by
the patterned areas with numbers such as 0-5, 5-10, --- which represent the free water
content in weight percentage. In the second figure (b) are drawn the observed values of
meteorologicabl elements. The curves in figure (¢) show separately the changes in free
water content in each snow layer which occurred during the time of observations.

As seen from figure (a), layers 4 and 5 held more water than the layers lying above
and below them during the forenoon, while in the afternoon, layer 6 came to contain
more water than the layer 5 above. At the bottom of layers 5 and 6 were found ice
sheets of 1 cm thickness which prevented the water from flowing down.

Another example on the permeation of melt water into a snow cover on flat ground
is illustrated in Fig. 3. From these two figures 2 and 3, it can be seen that the upper-
most snow layer of 2-3 cm thickness (upper half of layer 1) always retained a large free
water content amounting to 20 to 30% during the daytime.

In the two diagrams of Figs. 8 and 9 are shown, in the same manner as in the top
figure of Fig. 2, the results of simultaneous observations made on both sides of a long
hill. Both slopes had an angle of 17°, one facing N7°W and the other S36°E. The ratio
of the intensity of solar radiation on the north slope to that on the south slope was
about 0.6. From these diagrams it may be seen that the snow sustained a stronger
melting by sunshine on the southern side than on the northern side and the snow on
the former contained more free water than that in the latter. But the amount of water
contained in the snow need not always be in parallel with the intensity of melting,
because the amount depends not only upon the rate of melting but also upon drainage.
Thus, in some cases the snow on the northern side contained more water than on the
southern side as shown in Fig. 8.

As seen from figures (b) in Figs. 8 and 9, the free water content remained at less
than 5% during the entire day below the level of 165cm. But there was no ice sheet
at the level. The water was held there due to an abrupt change in the texture of snow;
snow was fine-grained above the level (layers 15, 16 in Fig. 8 and layers 11, 12 in Fig.
9). Yosida® designated such a boundary above which a large amount of free water is
retained a “strong water-holding boundary”.

The free water content in the uppermost layer at the surface of the snow not only
increases very rapidly as compared with that in the lower layers but also maintains
a large value for the entire day as shown in Figs. 2(a), 3(a), 8(a), 9(a) and 9(b). The
thickness of this layer of large water content remains constant at 3 cm throughout the
day, in spite of the descent of the surface of snow cover due to melting. This large
amount of water seems to be suspended by the melting surface of snow cover (Fig.5)
but is not supported from below, because of the absence of ice sheets or a strong water-
holding boundary at a depth of 3 cm.

The melt water is often arrested within the snow cover by certain boundaries
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between the snow layers and extends far along the boundaries. The water thus accumu-
lated on the boundaries often breaks through at certain points and flows down into the
lower layers, making large “channels of melt water or water-channels” within the snow
cover {Fig. 7 and Plate I-3). The texture and mechanical properties of the snow in the
water channel differ largely from those of the surrounding snow as illustrated in Fig. 7.

In Fig. 7 are summarized the stratigraphy, grain size, dry density, Kinosita’s hardness
and free water content of snow (dashed lines) in a large water channel of 1 meter in
diameter, side by side with those of the general snow layers (solid lines). It should be
noted that the grain size in the water-channel is much larger than that in the general
snow layers. This suggests that the melt water, when it soaks into snow, causes the ice
grains of snow to grow quickly, changing its fine grained texture into a coarse grained
granular texture. In the water-channel the dry density and free water content are larger
and the hardness is much smaller than in the general snow layers.
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