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Features of This Year 

 Theme : Learning for a Sustainable Future 

 Core period : Sat, October 26 – Sun, November 10, 2013 

 Number of events : 40 

 Event period : Mon, September 10 – Tue, December 10, 2013 

 Number of participants : 59,742 

 Points worth special mention:  

- Since 2014 would be the final year of the United Nations Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development (DESD), the Secretariat for 
Sustainability Weeks provided prioritized support to the organizers of 
events that focused on learners (i.e., the recipients of education). 

- Students took the lead in the planning of or discussions in 11 of the total 40 
events held during SW 2013. These included the “Student Environmental 
Symposium on Sustainability,” “Library Exhibition: What is 
Sustainability?,” “Presentation & Debate Competition” and “Sustainable 
Campus Contest.” 

- In the 5th Sustainability Research Poster Contest, 81 students competed 
for places in the 1st research global poster contest, which featured 19 
students who won their domestic primaries at seven universities worldwide, 
including Hokkaido University. Over the past five years, a total of some 
450 students have participated in the poster contest. 

- With the final year of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) approaching, Hokkaido University Library, which is a United 
Nations Depository Library, held the Stand Up Take Action in Hokudai 
event to help achieve the goals. 

- Hokkaido University Library held a poster exhibition titled Provision to the 
World, Passage to Future Generations to highlight the significance of the 
Hokkaido University Collection of Scholarly and Academic Papers 
(HUSCAP), which provides open access to scholarly literature, calling for 
the sharing of intellectual resources toward the development of a 
sustainable society. 

- SW 2013 attracted more than 50,000 participants thanks to the 
organization of large-scale events like film showings and the Velotaxi cycle 
rickshaw initiative in addition to multiple exhibitions. The total number of 
participants in SW over the last seven years, including this year, topped 
120,000. 
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Greeting from the President

Hokkaido University (HU) has hosted the
Sustainability Weeks (SW) program every year since
2007 to facilitate research and education that help
achieve sustainable development and thus contribute
to the international community. Previous SW
programs have involved lively discussions and
spirited initiatives (including studies to support the
development of a low-carbon society and to highlight
a social model capable of harnessing Hokkaido’s
potential) to help address modern challenges
requiring adaptation to climate change, poverty
elimination and harmonious co-existence with the
natural environment.

The theme of the SW 2013 event is “Learning for a
Sustainable Future.” The term “learning” here refers not to a simple acquisition of
knowledge but to an ongoing process of voluntary study and self-improvement. For this
type of learning, it is important for people to have their own views and ideas. Existence
with a worry-free future does not come easily; it must be built based on the wisdom and
genuine sincerity of everybody involved. SW 2013 will feature a variety of events
providing attendees with opportunities to experience, assimilate, discuss and learn about
a diverse range of values and ideas. In the event’s Sustainability Research Poster
Contest (now in its fifth year), a global poster contest will also be held as a new initiative
involving students from HU’s overseas partner institutions. To help safeguard all life on
earth both today and in the future, I hope the program will serve as a collective learning
opportunity to look back and reflect on the paths mankind has trodden, consider what
makes a sustainable society for everyone and decide what must be done to realize this
ideal.

Keizo Yamaguchi
President of Hokkaido University
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