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A Study of The Changes of Production
and Farm Households in
Northern Sorachi

Hirotoshi MAKISHIMA - Takaaki OHTAWARA

Summary

Recently, the rice production environment in Japan has changed greatly. Hokkaido, being Japan's

largest rice producing area, has not been exempt from such change. The change was remarkable on the

occasion of easing of set-aside of rice from 1992 to 1994. For example, -producing areas in Abasiri, Oshi-

ma, Hiyama and Hidaka district in which rice was ranked B or C (Kirara 397’s variety), cropping acreage

decreased. However, producing areas in Central Kamikawa and Northern Sorachi in which rice was

ranked A or SA, cropping acreage relatively increased. And it is worthy of notice that the cropping

acreage of intensive crops decreased from 1992 to 1994, and it has not recovered in recent years.

The purpose of this study is to determine and analyze the factors causing the cropping change in

Northern Sorachi.
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