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On the damage done by the vole in the reforesting area at Ichinohashi,

Teshio of Hokkaido and a consideration on the vole

damage in Hokkaido in general.
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Summary

1. A severe damage by the vole appeared in the planting area at Ichinohashi, Teshio though the
area was cleaned carefully by burning unnecessaries before the planting. It was shown that the bed cleaning
is not effective for more than 2 years against the invasion of the vole unless further weeding and other
tendings are secured in several successive years. The outbreak of the vole in this district seems to be brought
about by the rich harvest of nuts of Quercus in the previous year.

2. For the forecboding of the outbreak of the vole the finding of bites on wild plants in the vicinity
such as Sasa bamboo shoots, Rubus sp., Sambucus, Salix sp., Lespedeza sp., wild mushrooms, underground stem
of Sasa are avairable.

3. Clethrionomys rufocanus bedfordiae which is very harmful against the planted younglings constantly
inhabits the grazing fields, farms and desolated places and from there attacks the forest.

4. At Ichinohashi, the vole was observed climbing more than a meter high up on the trunks of younglings
and biting twigs. In early winter the voles concentrate under the shelter avoiding the snow. Therefore,
the spreading of the poisonous baits into the shelter is very desirable.



