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The behavior of the vole in the snow season
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Résumé

The writer has investigated the winter habits of the vole and shrew at the thaw season
in Hokkaido. The observation with the alive vole in the breeding cage set under the snow
was made in addition to the field observation.

The kinds of the vole in the field were identified as three species, Clethrionomys
rufocanus bedfordiae, C. rulilus mikado and Ratius norvegicus. Adding to the above species
shrews including Sorex unguiculatus Dobson, S. daphasnodon yussoensis Kishida, S. shinto
seavus Thomas and S. minutus gracillimus Thomas occurred. The form of the track
differs with the species of animals. The Bedford’s red-backed vole makes a nest on the
surface of the earth under the snow. The track of this anitnal extends in the plant cover
around the nest. There are many storages of food, containing grass, weeds, grains etc.
collected from around the nest. The nest of Mikado red-backed vole has not been found
on the surface of the ground. 'This animal lives between the plant cover and the earth. In
the track of the threw fragments of insects and plant seeds are found. We find at the
thaw season small holes in the track of the threw containing insect cocoon and prepupa and
land snailes. The shrew attacks the vole in winter.
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