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A survey of the parasites of house rats in Sapporo City,

especially on the helminth parasites.

By
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Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan)
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Résumé

A survey of the parasites of the rats, Rattus norvegicus norvegicus and Rattus rattus
rattus, in Sapporo City was conducted during ten months from November 1948 to August
1949.  These rats were brought to our luboratory as carcases. A total of 6071 rats was
examined. Among these rats 4679 were examined on the livers and alimentary tracts while
the other rats were examined only on the livers from decay of the alimentary tracts.

The total number of species of the heliminth parasites found in this survey was 9, made
up 5 species of nematodes, 3 of cestodes and one of trematodes, and moreover manges and
fleas were found. The seasonal fluctuations in the infestation of rats with several parasites
were also shown in the table I and II. The rats infected with two or three species of par-
asites were the commonest (Table III). ‘

The results of the percentage of infecction which have been reported in the past from
similar surveys are less than in our present study, excepting two species, Hymenolepis dimi-
nuta and Plagiorchis muris. 1t is very important in view of the public health that we found
these two species in spite of their lower rate of infection, for these pargsites are known to
bz transmitted to man and domestic animals.



