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Studies on Potential Variability in Festuca

I. The classification of meadow fescue (Festuca pratensis Huds.)
varieties by principal component analysis

Shuichi Sucivama, Naohide TAKAHASHI
and Kanji Goron
(Laboratory of Field Crops, Faculty of Agriculture,
Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan)
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Table 1. Cultivars examined in the experiment and their
originated countries

Cultivar Country Cultivar Country
1. Tammisto Finland 27. Marsk-2 Denmark
2. Valto Finland 28. Qtofte Denmark
3. Trader Canada 29. Pajbjerg 68-2-13 Denmark
4. N.F.G. (A} W. Germany 30. Pajbjerg 68-2-27/71 Denmark
5. Neuga (A)* W. Germany 31. Trifolium Denmark
6. Neuga (B)* W. Germany 32, Winge Pajbjerg Denmark
7. Fiola W. Germany 33. Leto Daenfeldt Denmark
8. N.F.G. (B)* W. Germany 34. Pajbjerg-pf-179 Denmark
9. Merbeen Belgium 35. Pajbjerg-s68-2-13/72 Denmark
10. Daphfe France 36. Bundy Netherlands
11. Nalade France 37. Comtessa Netherlands
12. Sequana France 38. Festina** Netherlands
13. Marbury U.K. 39, Garanta (A)}* Netherlands
14. S. 53 U.K. 40. LW. 42-38 Netherlands
15. S. 215 UK. 41, Sceempter Netherlands
16. Lgken Norway 42, Barbarossa Netherlands
17. Svalsts Sena (A)* Sweden 43. Barkas Netherlands
18. Bottnia 2 Sweden 44, Dufa Netherlands
19. Irene Sweden 45. Garanta (B)* Netherlands
20. Svalsfs 01225 Sweden 46, Largo Netherlands
21. Svaléfs Sena (B)* Sweden 47. Belimo (A)* Netherlands
22. Svalsfs 01228 (A)* Sweden 48. Bergamo (A)* Netherlands
23. Svalsfs 01228 (B)* Sweden 49. Remko Netherlands
24, Weihenstephan Denmark 50. Rossa Netherlands
25, Arva Otofte Denmark 51, Belimo (B)* Netherlands
26. Joma Denmark 52, Bergamo (B)* Netherlands

Note. *: (A) and (B) show same variety, but their seed samples are originated from different

seed lots.
*%: Tetraploid.
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Table 2. Correlation coefficients among characters

Character PH EL LL LW HTN HTW VTN VTW TIN PW HD
PH 1.000 0.383%* 0.545%* (0.383** —(0.533** 0,255 —0.351* —0.084 —0.610*%* 0.244 —0.341*
EL 1.000  0.701** 0.456%* —0.180 0.391**  0.133 0.302* —0.067 0419 0.271
LL 1,000 0.511** —0.320* 0.473** —0.150 0.085 —0.322* 0.478** —0.100
LW 1.000 —0.473** 0.564**  0.020 0.323*  —0.360** 0.577** —0.144
HTN 1.000 0.095 0.082 —0.236 0.821** 0.075 0.044
HTW 1000 —0.042 0.100 0.046 0.992** —0.210
VTN 1.000 0.847**  0.635** 0.011 0.610%*
VTW 1.000 0.303* 0.164 0.507**
TTN 1.000 0.061 0.376**
Pw 1.000 —0.181
HD 1.000

Abbreviation PH: Plant Height, EL: Ear Length, LL: Leaf Length, LW: Leaf Width, HTN:
Heading Tiller Number, HTW: Heading Tiller Weight, VIN: Vegetative Tiller
Number, VITW: Vegetative Tiller Weight, TTN: Total Tiller Number, PW: Plant
Weight, HD : First Heading Date.

*: significant at 5% level, **: significant at 1% level.

Table 3.

Eigen Values, Structure Vectors and

Rotated Vectors

Structure Vector

Rotated Vector*

Characters Communality
Z1 72 Z3 F1 F2 F3

PH 0.747 —0.274 —0.203 0.349 —0.699 —0.254 0.68
EL 0.607 0.464 —0.123 0.613 —0.323 0.345 0.60
LL 0.800 0.150 —0.025 0.663 —0.472 —0.002 0.62
LW 0.778 0.260 -—0.087 0.667 —0.468 0.126 0.68
HTN —0.538 0.205 0.750 0.035 0.937 —0.125 0.89
HTW 0.662 0.371 0.595 0.947 0.127 —0.116 0.93
VTN —0.308 0.848 —0.282 0.017 0.258 0.909 0.89
VIW 0.046 0.810 —0.435 0.197 —0.085 0.895 0.85
TTN —0.594 0.640 0.419 0.034 0.872 0.421 0.94
PW 0.661 0.419 0.560 0.953 0.117 —0.058 0.93
HD —0.329 0.624 —0.415 —0.163 0.106 0.795 0.67

Eigen Value 3.89 291 191

% of Variance 354 26.4 174

Note. Symbols are the same as those in Table 2.
after Varimax Rotation.
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Scatter diagram of the varietal scores weighted

by rotated vectors in the F1-F2 plane.
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Fig. 2.

Scatter diagram of the varietal scores weighted

by rotated vectors in the F2-F3 plane.
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Plant type index
Fig. 3. The relationship between F2 score and

plant type index transformed into stand-
ard normal deviation.
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Table 4. The differences between countries in mean values of
some characters relating with plant type
Country PH HTN HTW VZleltgiﬁterof PIxx
(cm) (g) (g)*
Finland 118.8 1275 205.6 1.63 1.29
Canada 125.2 160.6 255.6 1.59 0.44
Sweden 117.7 1484 2529 1.78 1.24
Norway 121.4 1515 243.3 1.60 0.63
W. Germany 114.5 156.9 219.9 141 0.19
U. K. 110.0 157.5 188.0 1.20 —0.21
Denmark 113.0 187.1 217.3 1.17 —-0.59
Netherlands 108.5 1776 206.5 1.18 —0.41
Belgium 108.4 164.0 216.7 1.32 —0.09
France 108.5 163.6 189.1 1.15 —0.33
Tetraploid 113.9 110.0 190.5 1.72 2.01
Grand Mean 1125 167.6 216.7 1.32 0.00
Standard deviation 5.96 28.77 34.22 0.32 1.00

Note. *:

HTW/HTN.
*%. Plant type index, HTW/HTN)?, showed by standard normal deviation.
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Summary

Varietal classification was attempted in 52 culti-
vars of meadow fescue (Festuca pratensis Huds.).
Cultivars examined are mainly originated from
European countries. Based on data taken for
several characters, principal component analysis
firstly applied and after that the axes were rotated
by varimax method for obtaining more reasonal
biological meaning of each factor.

1. The first, second and third factors seemed
to be representing yielding ability, plant type and
tillering ability, respectively.

2. About 40 cultivars of 52 ones examined were
distributed on central part of both scatter diagrams
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regarding the first and second factors, and second
and third factors. And the other 10 cultivars were
belonging to few groups with similar character-
istics. Thus, it is surmised that so far as materials
are concerned, they are orignated from a restricted
genetic background.

3. It was found that in the plant type index,
heading tillers weight/{no. of heading tillers)?, there

was difference among means of each country, and
there was a kind of latitudinal cline. Cultivars
originated from northan latitude or continental
climate tended to have few larger heading tillers
(tiller weight type), and those from lower latitude or
maritime climate have more smaller heading tillers

(tiller number type).



