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Forming of Sarobetsu Peatland

— Surface Forms on Peatland (II) —
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Fig. 2. Location of borring spots.
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Fig. 3. Contours of the sub-peat mineral soil
surface of Sarobetsu peatland.
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Fig. 4. Old river trace on surface of
Sarobetsu peatland.
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Fig. 5. Stratigraphic profile of Sarobetsu

peatland.
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Fig. 6. Profile of old river bed.
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Fig. 7. Distribution of Sphagnum peat in
Sarobetsu peatland.
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Fig. 11. (a) Stratigraphic profiles of Sarobetsu
peatland. :
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Fig. 11. (b) Stratigraphic profiles of Sarobetsu
peatland.
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Summary

The Sarobetsu peatland is in the lower reaches
of the Teshio River which runs through the north
part of Hokkaido and is surrounded by the Saro-
betsu River which is the branch of the Teshio
River (Fig. 1). At Sarobetsu peatland there is the
developed raised bog around the Maruyama Hill
and around it is the transitional peatland. Further
out of it there is the low-lying peatland. The
surface condition of the Sarobetsu peatland seems
to be formed evenly around the Maruyama Hill.
But when it is examined from the view of subsoil
section, it is found that it isn’t formed in the
general order as from low-lying peatland to tran-
sitional peatland and to raised bog.

At the present surface condition, we can reco-
gnize an old river trace which runs through from

north to south in the center of the peatland (Fig.

4). The altitude of bottom of peat layer is 0 to 2.

m, so the slope is gentle. But at the center of
the peatland a hill of over 3m high runs from
north to south like a line (Fig. 3). The old river
trace on the surface is placed very closely to the
mound at the bottom of peat layer. At the top

of this mound, there is a deep basin like a valley.

So it is recognized as the trace of natural dike of
a river. Considering about the above, we can take
the line of the vegetation in the center of the Sa-
robetsu peatland as the trace of a river.

The forming development of the Sarobetsu peat-
land is influenced by the amount of water and
nutrition in the water which are provided by pre-
cipitation, inflowing from the river and the basin.
At three places in the Sarobetsu peatland, Spha-
gnum peat is remarkably growing (Fig. 7). These
three Sphagnum peatlands have developed and
combined, and then they are developing around
the Maruyama Hill. Near the bottom of peat layer
some places have piles of Sphagnum peat. But
some upper layers of them have changed into
different nutritious vegetation. This is the part
of which surface has relatively become low with
the development of Sphagnum peatland around the
Maruyama Hill. In other words, the development
of vegetation has changed the peatland form and
that has brought changes in the vegetation. Thus,
the Sarobetsu peatland was produced by the com-
bination with several peatlands of which forming
processes were different because of the environ-
mental differences.



