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Table 1.1 Physical properties of tested field soil.

Specific gravity of the Solid Phase

2.60

Consistency

Plastic limit 67.0%d.b.

Liquid limit 86.0%d.b.
Particle size distribution

Clay 50.5%

Silt 27.5%

Sand 22.0%

Cone Index [MPa]
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Fig. 1.1 Variations of cone index and soil density
by each tillage: reverse-rotational rotary,
rotary and plow.
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Fig. 1.2 Distribution of three phases by each tillage: untilled, reverse-rotational rotary, rotary and plow.
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Fig. 1.3 TDN yield of corn. Fig. 1.4 Yield of radish.
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Fig. 1.5 Variations of the number of germinated
weeds.
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Fig. 1.6 Distribution of the number of weed seeds in
o soil.
2
= 5o 7T UMTIR, TOREFRICE Y EERCS
¢ CETEAMILTWS, E#7y 7oy hu—5Y
g OB, $5 ALk RIS  OMFHF-
§ Twh,
o ZDESREHT Y 7hy bo—F VHHE, X<
et S h Iz BROFLEE R T & 2 O TV I

BOWTEREHI ATETH 5, R, HEEREF
B2 &5 R ABBOIHLEELRETDH
359 A0 & ORI OB M E R ORI,
B AR OBECH D AT > ABBORE
D Tz, fEEE D H O L EEE ik
ET D5 ETCHERCEELRTETDH 5,

C. FHENBHRUEHEHE

BRMEFO-OOHERE LT, FHHELES
SRS X)), BRLERY, BB IR, TSR
WX, BERBUL2BRREPBET L 0TS
3, TNFRRER> TV SHHECBVTHiIZR &
ZHRKORFH, 0HEHEE TCERELDCE
72o ZHACKL THEIR, BIER/ Y — BRIk E
DY R4 5 20 B EOREN L RETH
5o XTI, ZODLIRBEDIBII-> T,
TEBOEEBEYIHIRRCOW TR 28423,

INET, HOAMBEIUD LT 2 BERRO
FAFERFSE I3, TR & O —RER O 35t 50 % 1%
BLTa%k, ROBHCERs A ERITCE L
ToBEREET B R — R, Bl 2 138 A BB OSSR,



KR 5 EEEEREER I B 2 TR L OEEFRER : 9

BREROBECE G, & ok toRKIEEPHE
PRI EOMRERERVELITOICET, $oA
TODOBRPEERFE I EB L L TON—F
Va7, V7 727 OBt EERLTER, 2
NACH U TR, £ 99RS— IR e
bOIBIERED T, B3 AERIIBIT S LED
ZE) - HERKROBENEHERS L THnS, Z
DizHZiE, YIEl - Bk iz sucH > A - YIHl
WEOBRISBEENTVWE L, % 0OBEFEITH
—OYIEIERC L2 DTH B Z L WEfFEsh
5, CDES kSRS ERT LY — v EL
T, T ODEREBLULEMTY PHy bu—%

UHED ABEERMET 5, 2 LT, ¥ ABBRY
YIHl & e TROEB % Y ORREH» S S AD
DR U AED - DE 7Y > 7 R U FE
ZOWTHRE BT 5, DLk, AP0 TRHES,
3O ABERUBD AEE ORISR 5 55
S R VAT AL VY (R

EE 7y Ay bu—y UES AZEBHEF SN
T 10 L EDEGET 508, B LHI» 535HI N T
wWikdw [BheEET 2], [EEHEES LTS
nixuv] L n I EEIIEKARFRI N TR, R
RORMFEADIGHOV DI, BH7y 74 v b
O —F V#S AR BT B R & IEl s vt 15
OEHEHS ML, &5 FDTHOERD & E
7T hy bo—F VFS AEBED L A LF
RBIL TR ) ABESRGERROD2 2k
BETF NG, £, ¥ ATOERORELET
KHTA2FERODOVTORELD 2, FH7 v 7
o bu—y Y3 AR, FUrhy bo—g U
5 A L3S AVBIRE SR 20T, ZDL 3%
R EEINRE O TR D 7 I, RO B R
OEBETIIRT 5 Z L BREETH Y, FrLLhE
EHLVEHNEETVOEANKRD HN D,

SR TH B LEOFHD f- W iE, B
o DEHEADBREPRESNIZNEYRH D, &
NV BREEOBE, #5AUENC X 0 LR
FEURBLTLE S OT, ZONE, FARMER: - 7
trid@s TRETH D, ZDROEWFHTE, Lk
ELTEERELYT O 2 #HERIICEE L,
Lo, ¥  ROLEBOBED, BEOA =X
AR EERRTH D, M TROWLBERE
WET 2 2 L BNARETH B, AWLTH, FIH>
ATSORFKCER LB ERT %,

tHOESCBEL T, THOKE 3 PR IR
DL 2 o0BEEEE ST 5, TSRS
ZEE, o0 1EHOLHORKEI LY b/haky
ANV OEENE O I 7 o EE - T 5, £LT,
THEOL DBV EDDYEL LIRS E S Ef %
~ 7 ulyiEEh L EET D,

LB FOEGHLREAICIVEREORE SR LD
T35, #3 AR L > THEREED LB
and, 2o, EHMERERSESE*EZZ L
MTEL, —FH, HOAFRAELTE, #5470
B 1 [EEEOYIHIRE & % OO > A5 OBUNME
BRI EREEEZ L L8 TE S, 2L

CCTE OB R ORRYS, G R % T 158,

BHORETHY, 5 ABROEHTH S, 0F
D, #5ARBOSEGEHEEY 2 ik, BFE
i, ZEHENRSERGE R EIL, BET 5 2 L8R E
W2k b,

&7, LIBOEHEERYINIC L 2 THROEKIER,
R S L7 BRSO 3 7 aiyiERh e L,
BIOEREFIC OV TRERICHEL MIZT 2,

Flwe, By Ty ra—3 V> ARED
O AMREETREEHALH S AER I
BT 5, 20K, BRACBEsRL#IATDHOD
AN IREIRR L A HNCEBE S he SR E O E S
K BIAOMHEBRE DLW IEHT 3, JHEH>
ABPIEE 2 2 L TEERERTHY, 35
W OEFEROLEFRSOEE LY B FHieD
WTHEEEMAS, ChEBBLTCT Yy Thy bo—
& VS A BT BYIEIDRE > A TEEH S~ RIT

HEHEHOEEE{T .

Fo2w, IoAREVERS W2 LERE
DBADEIWZHO>WT T 77 I NVENYFHEICL D
BUEL 2175, LHBEICFKE LB OTAER
DY I alb—varyEffo, 208EE - FEHEOD
FEFNMEIZ DWW THERE F L TN TS5 750
NG — o S MR FHE 2T D .

B3, ¥y ALBoMECET 2BHADER -
PRI DO TR EFBERITS, TBOEKEE
BEORMENAE S, BANTHROWREIZT
SR, WK &b 7% 5 B8R0 BRIEEN Y — o Y
ICHETRINZ %,

Kz, BRI N0~ 7 oiyEEh» S EE
EHEUINEEE, T hbbE#H7y 7Ay bu—5 Y
o ARBOHS A0, EiEAEkCET 28Rt



10 IRFEARFERFER RS AE E23% H15

DIz D DEFHESH RHE L,

Baw, BEt7y T hy bu—5 V3 ADIEE
HER DD, 5 ATMOBHR T 4EE
HER L e s ABRHIRERRT 2 A>Tk
SEHAD, 1RO ATDIIERT 28> AK
P EREICHIE CE 28> ASERREL, T
CWLHORES 35 ARFOBRIZ DWW THL I
T2, 2L, VEITHROESFRUBRFETEBHE
PEHMCBREL, EELSHEV LN TS B ART
EEFNORA, &5 PE O E S EE R MR
LEEBEEERBLUEFLOIROBTEET T VIZDWn
THRET %,

BRETHROB TS EH EER L T V¥ —
BB ETEDEH T v 7y bu—F UES A
HBRECOWTHNETI ., 22Tk, KFMO#HS
Ao~ UTHEE % LB EF BT 2R L8 2,
B AR E b RS0 AllED D O EEBEE
ke ceshitomBEHEEcEHT 5,
ZOMEDHLD S, Bt ARMOI DT
MR BT BRET v Ay ra—5 VS
ADTEERGOHE 2R A 5,

PEo ks, SmEEETENcs 2 280 3 2
o LSRR RENCHEL»IZL, g5
7 OHREE RN 2 T b X o TR EE T
BO#H I ATD, Bt5 AkoR#ELENd 2 FE%E
B »ICT B,

1. SEEEEIENC & 2 T8k

A, E L ®IC

EHEEIE & 2 SRR OB O -
iz, MR —2 VS AZEBE R EE LS AE
BRFBIT-72%30, Z LT, $D ABRROBEE, #5 A
Dw 1 RERT 555 ARTOBIE 21T o7,

L, UEEEOH S A0 & LOMOME
FROBESEEINIIEL2ER LU, BEO 2
A RAEEEE DYV N REELERETH LD
T, TITELNRERZ YV PRI LT
BT 2IEWARETH S, B ALBLCUIHIBED
Banbdiedie, 127 1 BOYEWER TERATH
BNBIEBRBERD, ZOLITHO AL
B 27w EHBERYTH R L, BT Yy Ty
=g U AEBEHE L, O8> AEE
i, UIHIL R85 o —F ) EERANEE TSI

eSS AP REREE, TOEEHBT
BT HERMA T 0B, 2005 A
dBRIE, 7272 1 ElOKFHTIEIEZ 0 bOTH D,
YIEIERC B 1) 2 L LB D AD® & OSHIEEER
DERBZOE TREFEESN T ATESEIED TH
Vi,

9, PO ABSRREEL, BRanHAL
WOMEWCDWTFHET 2, SIEILOFHHzREL
X, OS2 ufEETh 5 HIRERE O BEC
EBEL, Zhifl> ATdOMINEEORGIZ DOV
T, EEEARROBELSEERTS, KT, $>
AT TERIERE L AEROSHREE D
T, ¥ ABEEACEE LB T, Bixb
B AT O E RS- R iRE L, BEES
EROHD ABPICHT 28 LW R R IRE T
%, B, EEERRUIEIHETST DR A TIE
AR T HEBHFHOWEZT D,

B, MEREO—5 U#) AEBICL 28 AEER

a. BERUFZ

1) B EE
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2.1 7y Ty ra—2 U ARE
Fig. 2.1 Reverse-rotational rotary tiller for deep till-
age.
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_,_Center of curvature of !
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H
.
Vertical. portion

|/ Scoop surface

1125

Center of
rotation
of blade

Horizontal portion

2.2 <o
Fig. 2.2 Tested tillage blade, named as “Swkui-
zume’”.

+:2.1 #ELE (% (H) oMk
Table 2.1 Physical properties of the tested soil

(Soil(H)).
Specific gravity of the Solid Phase
2.69

Consistency

Plastic limit 28.6%d.b.

Liquid limit 58.4%d.b.
Particle size distribution

Clay 60.0%

Silt 28.4%

Sand 11.6%

PR L IATIEBRT —F, HI0IE T
2 CHEELR, INEHERYIRT I L TIFiIRY
oy TIENERE Lo HIBERESE S N,

EERIF O HIBOSYE kI #T 31.5%d.b, T
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BIEH—TH>l, TEREICE D 2 OB
3#9 1.17 kPa, K& 771349 62.2 kPa, EEIEREL, Y
HEEAEZNENR0.26, #9277 TH o)z,

3) RBF &
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13 (540 rpm) & L, 2—% V#> ABHEERSERE X
£1160rpm TH o720 BES5 A Yo F 2K 9mm T
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TR 7 7 v F 2 RERICE - TS AR L
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TABEL B o I B S A LB 20 ED
DEBRE Lz, u—F VEESENE -5 VHEiH
I ias il RO ABRTEDO LB L T8
DIMOKE S HHERRE L, EBORE ST,
JISHE D54 10 mm, 20 mm, 40 mm, 80 mm
THEL Iz,

b. #HERRUELE

1) #95 ARREDEHE

Fig. 2.3 ICHEERT 250 mm O O#E > AREE R R
$ o HHE 250~300 mm Tk, §IHI & iz BROKER
SSEHED A LA RERL CTRACETE S,
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(2.3 BB 28— VEE ADRE
Fig. 2.3 Deep rotary tillage in heavy clayey soil.
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ZRDEE LTI, 2LTC, @EEHLNLS LD

(b) Cut Surface by the blade
K24 #5AtH
Fig. 2.4 Sample of tilled clod.



R & SR EEEIEERIC B T SR LR OESFIER 13

KT WIDOT LW EBEML ThiwloE
EHEMENZ &, YIHIAA & BB A B e
Wi 28EORE 2B, &L ORI
N REL T, BHEDIER, 1mmUTOb
O» 5 3mmiBE L CEELZ, BRORIBIZFY
FHLMBRRETH -7, Ak lHoBs, BH
Wi-> CHEBICE S Z 8T & T2, BUNEREII
BoTHBHEICBEETEIRZONESZ I LB TE
Too ZORMRIEICH - 72 ZBRAERIC & R SEIT L
TwBb I ERRLTWS - T, BERERICHS
TERANBCHBBERVIERENTWE I ENELD
3, 2hhs, BREOSHLEROBEEIZLRO
WL T INRERE52 5%z oh, BEPM
INBIROFEZE T LBOEBRE 2 HE T 22000
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HHMETOBE r Sb¥ 5 L, FEww L a{dlT
HEOHEIOLCEBUEREB»F SR IS TwE I
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RBELDZVEL, BRESRCLOOMHERL
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25 #>ATBOKE S
Fig. 2.5 Distribution of tilled clod’s dimension.
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BEDWIHEL X5 KR ETo72. 40 mm D&%
WIS T OEE DB H %05, 40mm U ED+
BOSEDHI 80% % HH TV 5,20 mm AT 13
ZOoWTi, KREZAT 4 RARERBE R ZBRD
bDbH oW, T OEEOERE R EBXFIT
&Y, ZORKBREHETZE R OPRELR S
STz,

C. 5 ABHZERN OB

a. EREFHRUFE

I.B.aBHIc RUEBRY AT AR VTENOER
FHIEREE AL 72,

TR D — 5 VD AZEOHS AT D 1R
VTAT—YREELT, $I2AT0 1 KicfERAT
LE AEROBIERITo 7 DT AT -V 21T
7eHE S AETTHIERH S A OB, #ioAXBDAE
ROz & 300 mm WENZED 07z, Z 0D
AEBREYI EIA4 7RTHY, #5AEN1.2
mZDT, #5AEELEMMOB D AHEBDIT TG
WeBILH ABFBHESNSL Z LTk D,

O AEIERA I, BHEUEEA A vy FE2HWT
HIE Uz, HEEREES A D OEEHN LRSS, u—
FUBIAREREIC & & & 2EERA 00 & Uiz, #t
SATOHDHAKE, ZoduliRL D 127 (IR
Tw3,

DOAFN RS 5 A B O > AT DR
R L,

MR, Table2.2 AT & 5 “HEHE
(K], HS” & i [/, LS” 0@D 25%
E L,

Fig. 2.6 > AFEBREDOHRENEE R T ¥
1.5mOBEEHEEH>IALT, VEDDEBRR ET 5,

&2.2 LIESRMH

Table 2.2 Experimental conditions of the tested soil.

Cone Index Moisture Content
HS
Surface-5 cm 2 MPa 28%d.b.
5 cm- 1 MPa 30%d.b.
LS
Surface-5 cm 1 MPa 25%d.b.
5 cm- 0.5 MPa 25%d.b.
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One experimental plot Plot No. ; i, total 10 plots

)]

pl‘o‘t3‘l L

I Clayey soil bin

1.5m .4 m| *
50 times rotations of blade

m / )

Trajectories of rotary blade i
A set of tillage resistance of
8 or 9 sequential rotations

Soil surface =

Tilling area

j=1,2 3,4, = 8

2.6 EEBRRORERE
Fig. 2.6 Experimental design of the testing plots.
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AP Y G4

Angle of
er rotation, &

Center line of
vertical portion

<

X2 =

Scoop surface d,

Vertical portion

Horizontal portion

Rotation direction

Radius of blade rotation, R=250mm

2.7 HOIADDOUVTAS —VUE
Fig. 2.7 Locations of strain gages on the tested

blade.
My =F,(D—d) — Fsing Xd, (2.1
Myu=FAD—(di+d,)}—Fsing X d, (2.2)

Ll b, ZOW F, 385 ABRT F OHERS T
HY, F,=Fcosf THEIND, £72, D=225mm,
d, =110 mm, 4,=40 mm, d,=60 mm TH o7z, %
LTy x,—x, B, x,—x, EWCB T 5HTIEH
F, FRENRADL DR B,

M

~

O 7 (2.3)
My

6){2 - Zb (2 . 4)

:@ﬁ,azémmangmm,m:%mmﬁ

Ho72,
X1TX) %@9 X T X2 Hﬁﬁ@mv‘?&bi%ﬂ%
n,

m=%% (2.5)
&z%% (2.6)
Eld, Ih&D, TLVEEERTLNE, 3,
Fv: EZb(adxl _612) (27)

X, —x, Wi & x,—x, MTEROE#E: Zhs0 0T
HEDENSEHEIND, ZLT, $i5AEBHRAOF
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BgRERET 2, 2hi3, B 520083 AU
OS> ABHOE OHEMBE = 272 2 &
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BRI DT 8~ 9 [\l 08D A BB ENES
h3, 2L T, SEBRRRUEEERIEFCES 2D
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{Xi(a)} o 1 FEEOH > AET T — 5
' KRKES =1, 2, 3, .10,
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BEHZEEIND,

Fig. 2.8 s 2 &% 585 AR OG22 T
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RTHBZERX2 D 2REH, X612 DEOFEER
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X (a) :Tillage resistance data

(a) Xy (@) :i=constant k

U
Plot I M \
| S
Plot 2 Y .
F:7 ‘
Plot 3 byt gm
L
h= 2 345 67 839

1 a@%ea

2.8 O AETOMEEO%E LA
Fig. 2.8 Underlying principle in the analysis of till-
age resistance.
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Fig. 2.9 Measured tillage resistance curves.
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Fig. 2.11 Distance between cracks on tilled clod.
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Table 3.1 Analyzed Fractal dimension.

Clod size  Clod boundary Crack line  Crack distribution

20 mm< 1.13152
20mmz 1.04698
1.05542
1.06679
1.05041
1.06457
Average 1.05683
40 mm= 1.27924
1.07141 1.17654 0.37991
1.26347
1.28430
1.06339 1.14315 0.32769
1.11914
1.07091 1.13878 0.23486
Average 1.06857 1.20066 0.31407
80 mmz= 1.05975 0.94505
1.07287 1.15688
Average 1.06631
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Fig. 3.8 Concept of crack occurrence by stress waves
propagation.
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Fig. 3.9 Simulation of crack occurrence based on
numerical probability model (1).
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Fig. 3.10 Simulation of crack occurrence based on
numerical probability model (2).
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Fig. 3.11 Simulation of crack occurrence based on
random walk model.
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Fig. 3.12 Fractal analysis of simulated cracks
obtained by on random walk model.
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Table 3.2 Fractal dimension of simulated cracks
obtained by random walk model.

Model Fractal dimension

1 1.218

2 1.328

3 1.370

4 1.338

5 1.084

6 1.239

7 1.282

8 1.273

9 1.100

10 1.501
11 1.174
12 1.305
Average 1.268
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Fig. 3.13 Simulation of crack occurrence based on percolation model.
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Table 4.1 Physical properties of the tested soil

(Soil(K)).
Specific gravity of the Solid Phase
2.65

Consistency

Plastic limit 18.8%d.b.

Liquid limit 40.0%d.b.
Particle size distribution

Clay 43.3%

Silt 35.2%

Sand 21.5%

Distance ; 1

Crack depth

4.1 EHOMTHIELSE
Fig. 4.1 Method of determining mechanical strength
of clod.
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Fig. 4.7 Relationship between width and depth of crack under each moisture content.
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Blade 14 » $ ¥ Length of scoop surface
[em] [em) [ [1 [em]

1 13 6 40 50 5.6 (Qutside edge, Standard blade)

R 13 6 40 50 5.6 (Inside edge, Standard blade)

S 13 6 40 25 2.6 {Outside edge, Short scoop surface blade)

*The blade tip angle of all types was 30°.
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Fig. 5.11 Particle kinetic model for backward

thrown tilled clods below ground surface.
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Tillage torque : T
Tillage resistance
Tmax fescaraansncanen curve

T average

0 /1

Rotation angle of tillage axle : «

6.2 #5AMEL Y DAESE P,
Fig. 6.2 Tillage torque and angular momentum P,
about the center of rotation of blades.
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Fig. 6.3 Rotary tillage torque and angular momen-
tum about the center of rotation of blades
under various of tilling velocity, tilling pitch

and tillage axle revolution speed.
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Fig. 6.4 Initial velocity and self-rotation velocity of
thrown tilled clods.
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Rotation speed of tillage axle Length  Mass
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Fig. 6.5 Angular momentum of thrown tilled clod L,
at the center of gravity of clod and angular
momentum of its self-rotation L,.
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Fig. 6.7 Trajectories of clods thrown backward
under constant tillage pitch conditions.
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Summary

The objectives of this thesis were to clarify
the high-speed rotational tilling process for soil
which had the properties of heterogeneity and
non-linearity and to clarify the process of produc-
ing clods and the characteristics of the tilled clod’
s movements based on fragmented patterns and
the self-similar structure. The fragmented pat-
terns and the self-similar structure have been
analyzed based on Fractal analysis. They have
had a tend to be scaling, implying that the degree
of their irregularity and/or fragmentation is iden-
tical at all scales. In order to analyze time and
spatial fragmented patterns and self-similar struc-
ture, clod size was defined as a criterion, and the
microscopic and macroscopic clod movements
were observed in detail.

Tilled clods maintained records of tilling
without any confusion in the analysis of the soil
cutting process from the configurations of the
tilled clods and the movements of the clods. A
reverse-rotational rotary tiller was the device
used to obtain the tilled clods having the above
conditions.

The minute vibrations of the rotary blade
during tilling were studied to evaluate the tiller’s
mechanical properties. A new analysis method
for rotary tillage resistance, including the charac-
teristics of blade’s high frequency disturbances,
was suggested.

As for the microscopic clod movement, it was
clarified that the frequencies of the distance
between cracks of a tilled clod’s surface was
almost of the same order as the frequencies of the
rotary blade vibrations. The configurations of
tilled clods and the zigzag cracks of the clod
surfaces were quantitatively analyzed using
fractal geometry. Furthermore, the occurrence
and the development process of cracks were
simulated based on a mathematical probability
model and fractal models. In addition, the

mechanical strength of the cracks on a tilled clod’
s surface was analyzed. As for the evaluation of
the soil properties, the effects of cracks were
clarified in the clod bending failure and clod
drying.

The throwing characteristics of the tilled
clods during tillage were discussed based on the
macroscopic clod movement. A limitation of the
particle kinetics model for thrown clod was the
exclusion of clay soils due to clods developed in
the tillage process. A new model for thrown
clods in clay soils was suggested based on rigid
body kinetics. This new model included the
influence of a clod’s rotation and the moment of
inertia during clod flight. The model led to a
theoretical analysis of the thrown clod character-
istics in clay soils. If these two models are used
properly, the optimum design for the rotary till-
age blade can be obtained for different types of
soil.

The tillage process was analyzed using the
Angular Momentum theory. The tillage resis-
tance was defined as an angular momentum about
the tillage axle. The tilling process referred to
the process of the angular momentum develop-
ment, and the thrown clod process was the proc-
ess of the angular momentum consumption. The
ratio of consumed angular momentum to devel-
oped angular momentum led to optimum tillage
conditions.

The clarification of the tilling process, the
movement of tilled clods with the fragmented
patterns and the self-similar structure yielded
optimum guidelines for the design of rotary
blades and rotary tillage conditions.

Clod formation by high speed rotational soil
cutting

The high-speed soil cutting process using a
reverse-rotational rotary tiller was studied. Clay
soil was used in this experiment because tilled
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clods from clay soils remained intact and thus
maintained a tillage record. Since the record
remained with the tilled clod, the interaction
between the soil and the blade could be analyzed.

A typical feature of the tilled clods was the
appearance of cracks on their surface. Cracks
were formed at regular distances. The fre-
quency of the distances between cracks was
almost the same order as fhe frequency of the
rotary blade vibrations, 40-160 Hz. The forma-
tion of cracks was related to the blade vibration.

The characteristics of the high frequency
disturbances of the tillage resistance curves were
analyzed specifically for the angles of rotation.
A good correlation was found among consecutive
tillage resistance curves within three tillage
cycles. The distance of this three tillage cycles
was 40 mm in the direction of the tillage. How-
ever, there was no correlation between the consec-
utive tillage resistance curves beyond three rota-
tions. It was summarized that tillage resistance
was influenced by previous tillage resistance.
The phenomenon of the high-speed soil cutting
process was clarified by focusing on the formation
of cracks resulting from the microscopic move-
ment of tilled clods.

Geometry of tilled clods

The microscopic movement in tilled clods,
such as the configuration of clods, the simulation
of crack occurrences and their development proc-
ess, were studied through fractal analysis.

The clod boundaries, crack lines and the
crack distribution on the clods had fractional
characteristics. Each had a constant fractal
dimension. The fractal dimension of the clod
boundary, the crack line, and the crack distribu-
tion on the clod were calculated as 1.067, 1.200,
and 0.314, respectively.

An irreversible process of crack occurrence
and expansion was simulated using the fractal
dimension of the crack distribution with the prob-
ability of crack existence. The occurrence of
cracks was explained by a probability model,
whereas crack development was explained by a

random-walk model. Furthermore, the crack
formation process was named a phase inversion
process which was similar to a percolation model.
Dynamics of cracks on clod surfaces

The dynamics of cracks on clod surfaces,
caused by the inner strain of clods, was quantita-
tively evaluated with clod failures and their pat-
tern. Most of the cracked clods failed along the
larger cracks on the surface when the clod was
subjected to bending moment. Failure for
cracked clods was 20% of the bending moment for
uncracked clods. The stress intensity factor of
the Modal I deformation decreased at the crack.
There is three modes on the crack development,
the open mode, the horizontal shearing mode and
the vertical shearing mode. Modal [ is the open
mode by the tensile force. The crack changed to
the failure plane. However, the value of the
energy release rate increased at the cracked part.
The strength of the clod was quantitatively
evaluated based on the crack dimensions.

During the period of decreasing rate drying,
the cracked clods showed a higher drying rate
than the uncracked clods. The development of
cracks increased the drying rate of the clods.
The moisture content of the pretilled soil
influenced crack dimensions, specifically the depth
and width. The depth and width of a crack in-
creased constantly. The ratios increased linear-
ly with the moisture content of clods. The water
permeation induced other new cracks and clod
failures.

If a clod would have cracks on its surface, a
weak force might cause its natural failure as well
as rainfall. This might be an advantage for the
reverse-rotational rotary tiller which does not
have good soil pulverization performance.
Kinetics of clod throwing

A very important consideration in reverse-
rotational rotary tillage is not only the perfor-
mance of the soil cutting, but also the throwing
performance. This is an important factor in the
design of rotary blades. Since soil cutting with

the reverse-rotational rotary tiller is different
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from the conventional rotary tiller (positive direc-
tion rotary), new kinetic parameters and models
are needed to analyze the reverse-rotational
rotary tiller’s performance. The macroscopic
clod movement, which was the movement of the
thrown clod, was precisely observed and analyzed
using the scaled-down experimental apparatus of
the reverse-rotational rotary tiller with different
blades. ‘

Two types of blade were used in the experi-
ment. One was a conventional blade of the
reverse-rotational rotary tiller named * Swukui-
zume ” in Japanese. “Swukui ” means scoop and “
zume " means blade. Another blade was a shor-
ter scoop surface blade whose scoop surface
length was half that of the conventional blade.
Different blade shapes produced different throw-
ing patterns of tilled clods, however, the shorter
scoop surface blade showed less tillage resistance.
A new model based on rigid body kinetics was
shown to explain the throwing pattern of the
thinly sliced tilled clods. The model included the
clod’s rotation and the moment of inertia of a ciod
during the throwing period. Furthermore, this
new model improved the design theory of rotary
blades.

Momentum of reverse-rotational rotary tillage

An energy of the reverse-rotational rotary
tillage, based on the thrown performance of tilled
clod, was discussed using the theory of momen-
tum. The tillage resistance was defined as the
integral of the tillage resistance curve, that is, the
angular momentum about the tillage axle. The
soil cutting process was defined as the process of
the angular momentum development, while the
clod throwing process was defined as the process
of the angular momentum consumption. The
angular momentum about the tillage axle in-
creased with the speed of the tillage axle. The
ratio of consumed angular momentum to devel-
oped angular momentum allowed us to determine
that at higher angular speed conditions of the
tillage axle, more energy was transferred to the

thrown clod process than the soil cutting process.

The peripheral speed of the rotary blade was
calculated to be 5.5-6.0 m/s based on the results of
the trajectories of thrown clods and the tillage
axle torque. The rotary axle revolution speed
was 4095 more than that of the presently market-
ed reverse-rotational rotary tiller. This analysis
yielded optimum energy operating conditions for
the reverse-rotational rotary tiller.



