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On “Asianness”: Preliminary Research
on Human Rights and Rights in Asian Contexts

Nobuyuki YASUDA*

There have been observed fiercely conflicting ideas on how we should understand
the concept of human rights for last 10 years. Human rights proponents mainly from
Western countries insist that they are of universal nature because of “human” rights,
while Asian Values supporters assert that any “rights” discourse cannot disregard the
socio-cultural realities of socoieties which it roots. Apart from their motivation of
international hegemony and politics, this confrontation seems to be based substantially
on the different conceptualization of “rights” between two camps. This paper aims to
examine how the “rights” concept has been evolved in East Asian countries, through
the investigation of development of their states and communities in at the stage of
traditional “proto-states”, quasi-modern “colonial states” and post-independent
“developmental states”. Findings show that rights in Asia have been constructed on
and understood in the more communitarian basis, in contrast with those in modern

Western societies, where they tend to be attributed exclusively to individuals.

* Professor, Nagoya University.
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