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Development of Life Science and
Respect for Human dignity and Human Rights

Ryuichi IDA*

The progress of life science and technology has been considerably contributed to the
human progress after the Second World War. However, through such advancement, we
face grave challenges on the conception of human life. We discuss here the impacts of
life science on our human society from the viewpoint of the respect for human dignity
and human rights, which is the fundamental issue of bioethics.

The bioethics is a set of social codes of conduct in regard to life science. Various
types of social norms of bioethics are possible, namely, laws, regulations, guidelines,
good practices, professional self-regulations, etc... Among them, the law is the most
efficient type of rules with its binding nature and sanctions in case of violation.
However, law is not the only tool of bioethics, but others are also valuable according to
the context and the issue. (Section 1)

The relation between the life science and the respect for human dignity and human
rights is considered in Sections 2 and 3 respectively. Although the definition of human
dignity is quite controversial, this concept is generally used in this field, particularly in
relation to human reproductive cloning, of which we analyze the reason of prohibition,
taking, as example, Japanese law on human reproductive cloning and the Universal
Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights.

The last section is devoted to the human rights protection in the field of genetic

* Professor, Kyoto University Graduate School of Law

I JLi#:565(2-472)906



Vol.55 No.2 (2004) The Hokkaido Law Review

research. Dialectic of the freedom of research and the protection of participants,
informed consent, and non-discrimination and non-stigmatisation are examined
thoroughly. At the end the issue of human genetic data in the post-sequence era is

treated, referring to the International Declaration on Human Genetic Data of UNESCO.
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