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of the history of civilization, he made priorities about the way that Japan
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should develop its civilization. He thought the most important thing for Japan
was to keep her independence at that time. For that purpose, he argued that
Japan should follow western civilization and try to reach the same level. But
in his theory of civilization, he imagined the final stage of civilization of all
human beings.

He called it “The Peaceful World of Civilization”. It was the end of the
history of civilization beyond the existing state of civilization. At this
highest stage of civilization, men's “Reason” and “Virtue” would be
developed fully, and he would act according to his “True Nature”.

Fukuzawa wrote about this stage as follows.

“When you talk about the real end which human society should reach, it will
be as follows. We think of others as ourselves and never do anything to
others which we do not want to be done to ourselves. We never think only of
our own benefit. We work hard and support ourselves. We regard other
people’s pleasure and hardships as ours and share their feelings. We help
elderly people, children and people of ill health. We trade fairly, keep
promises. We can be more than that. Maybe it would not be necessary to
make promises. The society will be full of feelings of affection. It will be like
a family full of affection. We can see such a state in a decent family even
today. It will not be difficult to make society like that. It is only necessary to
extend the state of such a family to the whole of society and make the whole
world into a beautiful state like a large family. If we reach this stage, the
whole of society is governed by people themselves. People may sometimes
keep a record of contract. But it is not in order to prosecute in case of a
breach, but simply as a record to prevent people from forgetting the promise.
In these circumstances, there will be no crime, and so, no need for laws. It
will not be necessary to establish governments and make any trouble. There
will be no government, no officials or constitution. Everything can be done,
depending on people’s fair and just mind. We will have no disasters or
calamities and we will live calmly and peacefully. It _is just like living as
brothers and sisters in a big family of the world.”

As you can see in this quotation, Fukuzawa imagined “The Peaceful World
of Civilization” at the end of the progress of civilization of human beings.

He imagined that the development of “Reason” would promote the
development of technology and it would enable men to control and make use

of the natural world more and more. In the end it would be possible for men
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to have sufficient things they needed. In addition to that, people would be in
the highest stage of morality. So there would be no conflict or breach of
promises, and people would be kind enough to take care of other people with
disadvantages.

So, at this highest stage of civilization, the whole world become like a big
family and people live together like brothers and sisters feeling affections
for each other. This situation would be guaranteed with the affluence of
society. In these circumstances, people would become like “Confucius with
the knowledge of Newton”.

(2) “Love and Affection” as the base for moral relationships

As I mentioned before about the differences of Fukuzawa's ideas on family
from the English family, English people become husbands and wives through
romantic love, whereas Fukuzawa thought the relationship must be based on
moral feelings between men and women. However, this morality which he
required was totally different from the rigours of Confucian morality.

It is well known that Fukuzawa severely attacked Confucian ideology. He
thought it was the main obstacle to making Japan modern, because
Confucianism imposed a moral code upon people and ordered them how to
act. It would prevent people from thinking for themselves and acting on their
own. Then people could not be independent and inner-directed men as
Fukuzawa required to be the core of a civilized society.

The morality he required should come from within man’s “True Nature”.
He thought, if man fully developed his “Reason” and “Virtue”, he would
become independent and inner-directed. He would act according to his “True
Nature”, and then he would feel “Love and Affection” for other people. And
in this situation he could set up relationships with other people based on
morality. So, in Fukuzawa’s theory, morality was not to be imposed from
outside, but should come from man's “True Nature”. When man felt “Love
and Affection” towards other people, it prompted moral feelings towards
them. Because if he loved them, he would feel like respecting them. Actually,
Fukuzawa argued that feeling of “Respect” was most important between men
and women.

(3) Family as the area of “Love and Affection”
When Fukuzawa wrote “Outline”, he regarded the independence of Japan

as the purpose of the progress of civilization at that time, and insisted that
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Japan should catch up with western civilization. But in his theory of the
history of civilization, western civilization was not the final end but on the
way to that end. At that stage, he could not expect man to develop his
“Reason” and “Virtue” fully. He was only on the way to developing them. In
that situation, he could not act wholly from his “True Nature”. And also the
development of each man could not spread over the whole of society.
Fukuzawa thought that we could have relationships based on morality which
came from “Love and Affection” towards other people, only within the family
at this stage of civilization.

He seems to have been confident that there were such relationships in the

families of the Samurai class.

(4) Other social areas controlled by rules

But outside the family circle, it would be impossible to set up relationships
based on morality which stemmed from “Love and Affection” at that time. So,
Fukuzawa argued that the relationships in the social areas outside the family
should be based on rules and contracts. Although they did not come from
“True Nature” of human beings, they were good enough to guarantee

objective standards of rational behaviour.

6 Free Love

So, in Fukuzawa’s theory of civilization, the family was the important
boundary to classify what kind of human relationships should be set up in
each social area. He imagined, as the “Reason” and “Virtue” of human beings
developed, the area which was governed by morality would be extended
beyond the area of the family. In the end, the whole world would become like
a big family where every relationship could be based on morality. This was
“The Peaceful World of Civilization”. The fact that Fukuzawa imagined suéh
an anarchical Utopia was attested to by his son. Asked what kind of polity he
thought best, Fukuzawa answered that it would be anarchism and it was not
nice to have a government or laws. A

Prof. Maruyama mentioned that Fukuzawa imagined the state which
superseded a modern democratic state in his book entitled “Reading 'An
Qutline of the Theory of Civilization'”. We can say that along with that,
Fukuzawa referred to another type of union of men and women than
monogamy. It was the union of “Free Love”. In the article on “The Harm of
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Divorce”, he wrote as follows.

“Though it is by nature that man and woman love each other, the feeling of
love sometimes changes. When they love each other, they will be together. If
their love fades away, they will be apart. They abandon the last love and
start to love another. It is totally dependent on themselves who they love.
They are not prohibited from loving whoever they choose. We call it 'Free
Love’ (freedom to love each other). If we make an argument from the view
point of human nature, ‘Free Love' fits the nature of human beings. And one
could argue that human society would become perfect when the union of
‘Free Love’ was established”.

However, even though he recognized the possibility of exercising “Free
Love”, he knew it would be after men reached the perfection of civilization.
So, he added. “But we can not expect to exercise it now, if we see the existing
social structure”. So, although Fukuzawa realized that there would be a
different type of union between men and women in the stage of “The Peaceful
World of Civilization”, he was realistic enough to know that it could not be
exercised in the real world whose civilization was not yet fully advanced. He
decided that the necessary and possible way for Japan to progress at that
time was to become as civilized as the western countries. And the most
suitable relationship between men and women at this stage was monogamy
working in collaboration in separate spheres. So he tried to establish
monogamy in Japan through his whole life.

7 Conclusion

In this last chapter, I try to show the structure of Fukuzawa's ideas on
civilization. )

Fukuzawa had western knowledge from his early age and understood the
importance of freedom and equality which consisted the core of western
political thought. He encountered the idea of the history of civilization,
having those understandings. He analysed the western civilization in
“Outline”, and came to a conclusion that necessary way for Japan to keep
independence was to catch up the western civilization. For the purpose, it
was necessary to have independent men who would act as the key persons to
advance Japanese civilization. So, we can say that his argument on
“civilization”, “independence of nation”, and “independent individual” was
occurred by the impact of western political reality and ideas.
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But, he did not accept these ideas directly. Rather, he understood them
through the framework of Confucian philosophy which he had mastered
when he had been young.

He understood “the independent individual” as “the chief among the ten
thousand things”, using the idea of Confucian philosophy. He thought the
history of civilization was comparable to the process of development of
human beings who tried to develop their “Reason” and “Virtue” based on
their “True Nature”,

He compared Japan with western countries on these understandings and
came to the conclusion that Japan lacked the spirit of scientific rationality.
So, he started to insist the importance of “Reason”.

He also argued about the equal status of men and women from the view
point of freedom and equality. He tried to persuade Japanese people to
establish monogamous relations. He could find the idea of tolerance (“JO”) in
the Confucian philosophy to insist that women must have freedom of action
together with men. But he could not find the idea of equality in Confucianism.
So, he criticized Confucianism and feudalism from which oppressive state of
women originated.

He thought that the relationship between men and women was the base of
every social relations, and it must be based on morality. He insisted there
must be the morality of “Respect” between husband and wife. We can
recognize the influence of the Confucian philosophy in his ideas that there
should be morality of “Respect” toghther with love.

Fukuzawa continued to revise the idea of Utopian state of human beings
and social relations, having the image of perfect man in Cofucian philosophy,
i. e. “the chief among the ten thousand things”. He learned rationality and the
idea of freedom and equality, and also social rules based on laws and
contracts from the west. But he thought that man should be moral as well as
rational. So we can see the elements from both the west and the east in
Fukuzawa's ideas on the individual and the social relations.

In Fukuzawa’s argument, family was the social area where the ideal
human relation could be realized. If every member of the family would
develop his “Reason” and “Virtue”, and then they could act each other on
“Love and Affection”. He thought these kind of relationships had been
realized in the Japanese good families, and it was the prototype of the social
relations in the Utopian state.
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He thought that morality and rationality were not enough for human
relations. It was the feeling of humans which remained. So, in the end
Fukuzawa imagined that every action of people would be based on “Love and
Affection” in the Utopian state of “the Peaceful World of Civilization” in
which people had developed their “Reason” and “Virtue” fully.

So, now we know that Fukuzawa deepened his thoughts as a Japanese by
learning from both the west and the east. But we also know that we could not
find the kind of man who Fukuzawa expected to emerge in the history of
civilization. Nor could we establish the equal relationships between men and
women. His Utopia still remains to be realized.
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