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1 Introduction

2 Transformation from a Monarchy to a Republic
(1) The Declaration of Rights

(2) The Constitution of a New Government in the State of Virginia

3 The Committee for Revision of the Laws
(1) Creation of the Committee of the Revision of the Laws
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{2) Result of Thomas Jefferson's Plan for a New Republic

5 Conclusion

ABSTRACT

In Virginia, the American Revolution resulted in the maintenance of the high-
ly traditional social order of pre-revolutionary times, unlike in Pennsylvania.
Although the Revolution changed Virginia's government from a monarchy to a

republic, the planters and the ruling class had not intended to drastically alter

*Doctoral Student, Hokkaido University.

dki%45(1-2-283) 283



Vol. XLV No.1-2(1994) The Hokkaido Law Review

the political system from that of the colonial period. Therefore, the Committee
for the Revision of the Laws, which was established in 1776, tried to overthrow
the planter’s rule and create a new republic based on virtuous citizens in Virgi-
nia. This paper aims at describing the nature of Virginia's republican govern-
ment by examining the activities and the significance of the Committee of the
Revision of the Laws.

The first chapter examines the position politics held in post-revolutionary
times.

The second chapter deals with Virginia's constitution. Although political lead-
ers produced a system of government with the legislative over the executive be-
cause of experiences of British tyranny, they would not reform the planter’s rul-
ing order based on the parishes, county courts, and so on. Moreover, because
the constitution limited suffrage to white men with property, many people, white
men of little property, women, and blacks, remained excluded from Virginia's
political society ever after the Revolution.

The third chapter analyzes a report of the Committee. The Committee which
consisted of Thomas Jefferson, George Wythe, and Edmund Pendleton, intro-
duced 126 revised bills before General Assembly of Virginia in 1779. Most of
the crucial bills were drafted by Jefferson, who severely criticized the Constitu-
tion of Virginia. In this report, it is notable that these bills were intentionally
based on a new Commonwealth'plan, pillar of which was “the institutional trans-
formation from a monarchy to a republic”. Concretely, the Committee tried to
accomplish “the Second Republican Revolution” by two means: first by abo-
lishing persistent monarchical institutions such as the established church sys-
tem; second by creating a newborn commonwealth of Virginia.

The fourth chapter describes to what extent Jefferson’s plan could be com-
plemented by James Madison in the General Assembly of Virginia from 1785 to
1787. Jefferson’s plan to reform Virginia's traditional order was only partially
realized, in spite of Madison’s effort. One of the most important bills, Bill No. 82
which prescribed the abolition of the established church system, was adopted in
1786. However, other bills such as Nos. 7981, 95, were rejected. Various fac-

tors obstructed the passage of crucial bills. Among those factors were economic
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depression, social disorder ‘after the War of Independence, and legislators’ re-
luctance to reform the political system.

Finally, the fifth chapter suggests that Virginia’s politics in the first half of
the 19th century would be dominated by Sectionalism, which had already
appeared in the General Assembly in the 1780s. This Sectionalism means mainly

between the Eastern planters and the Western freeholders.
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