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THE BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY
GOVERNMENT AND THE
LABOUR PARTY (III)

Akio SoGAaME

Asst. Prof. of Political
Science The Hokkaido
Gakugei University

The English Labour Party is now forced by its successive
defeats in the last three general elections to find itself at a turning
point both in its international politics and English parliamentary
politics. Especially, as hinted by the phrase, ‘“loss of vision” of
the Labour Party, it is obliged to criticize itself and re-examine its
policy, organization, and the political leadership.

It is a matter of grave interest for the Party to see how it
can develop the present situation and on what analysis of it it will
base.

Now that the realization of welfare states after the World War
IT has brought about the mutual approach of the two big parties’
policy and led to the homogenious leadership, there must lie con-
siderable difficulties for the Labour Party in making creative political
leadership and overcoming the present hard situation. In what
forms may its groping in the future be formulated, it will be
impossible to grasp the English Parliamentary Government as a
whole without understanding the character and structure of the
present day leadership of the Party. And for the understanding of
them, it will be required to analyze its forming process viewing
from the aspect of its prototype-making.

From this point of view, the present paper examines the
leadership regime ‘of the Labour Party seeking its prototype in the
period of the establishment of the first and second Labour Govern-
ment. The first chapter gives a brief historical outline of the
Labour Party up to 1918 in the relation between the Labour
Movements, the organic matrix of the Party, and the Liberal Party
which conceded its traditional seat of two-party system to the
Labour Party and considers the preliminary period for the latter to

Summary 13 4k 12 (24192) 320



Vol. XII No. 2 The Hokkaido Law Review

grow up to be the national party in its organization and leadership.
The second chapter analyzes the leadership regime of the Labour
Party at the time of “His Majesty’s Opposition Party” and the
formation of its Cabinet in 1924 and 1929. The same chapter also
tries to see why its leadership at that time should be considered
the prototype of its present day’s.

The paper, together with the following study on the period of
the establishment of the leadership of the Labour Party will make
a ring of a study of the structure of the Engish Politics and an
introduction to a study of the English Political Parties which will
soon appear.
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