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In the scheme of the peace, Lloyd Gsorge accepted establish-
ment of a Leage of Nations. It does not mean that he accepted
the Wilsonian idea. The League of Nations, in his view, was an ins-
trument of co-operation to maintain an international oligarchy.
The League idea inherited the idea of the Concert of Europe ——
an international oligarchy in the nineteenth century. During the
war, forces of movement attacked the old order and demanded to
establish a League of Nations, =0 the governments of the Allied
Nations proposed a League of Nations. But the ruling classes laid
plans to distribute “spoils” behind programmes of new diplomacy.
In the psacemaking they satisfied their imperialistic desire on the
pretext of a mandate system. In his every scheme such a realis
tic calculation is remarkable.

He proposed an immediate and drastic reduction in the armed
forces of Germany and general disarmament. British delegates
urged that a League of Nations would be a sham if there were
no disarmament. They calculated the relative superiority of Great
Britain in balance of power, while they proposed the disarmament.
In the question of the reduction in the German army, the military
experts of the most countries decided to adopt a compulsory short-
service system. Lloyd George objected to it on the grounds the
question was political, rather than purely military. He proposed
a principle of voluntary long service.

In the peacemaking, the principles of settlement of Wilson
and “the Carthaginian peace” of Clemenceau took the field. On
the one hand Lloyd George challenged the former’s principles, on
the other hand he opposed the latter’s policy of repression to Ger-
many. The French desired the maximization of sécurité that con-
sisted of establishment of strategical frontiers, ownership of the
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Saar valley and integral reparation. As against this the British
aimed at the minimization of insecurity in Europe. Llovd George
endeavoured to satisfy the French demand for security without
abandoning his resolve to tolerate no new Alsace-Lorraines. To
compromise their disputes, he proposed the guarantee treaty, pro-
mising to protect France against the unprovoked aggression. It was
a pact for compromise. The British policy did not assume that
the possibility of restoring the balance of power in the continent
did not exist. This treaty itself was based on the premise that
Germany’s power could not be balanced by the alliance of weaker
states headed by France. But their aim in this policy was to check
France, and the British did not throw away the hore to retire once
more into the splendid isolation.
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