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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

POLITICAL INTERGRATION IN A
DECADANT SOCIETY (I)

Koichi Ocawa
Professor (Political Science)
Faculty of Law,
Hokkaido University

The ideas of “public spirit” or “public interest” have been stig-
matised as dangerous to the security and interest of individuals in
Japan after the end of World War II. It is because these ideas
had been manipulatively used by the fascist government to infringe
on individual interest in Japan before the end of the war. Then
these ideas have been banished from the leading positions of polit-
ical orientation, and, in contrast with this banishment, individual
interest has been extremely raised to “progressive idea” in itself,
separately from “public interest”. This has resulted in the explosive
emergence of unhampered ego. This liberation of ego has brought
about a dynamic elan to people’s life, contributing to the prosperity
of the nation. On the other hand, negative aspects of the liberation,
egoism, has appeared ; the disintegration of the nation and people’s
anxiety have crept in. In politics, these phenomena have taken
place in the form of the “ejection” of interest-pressure groups, seek-
ing their particular interests. The government cannot control and
coordinate these groups, because it has not been in possession
of any political idea to influence them as to “public interest”.
Under these circumstances, political paries have been no more than
pressure groups.

The evaluation of individual’s position has been promoted,
which may be a new phenomenon in the postwar period in Japan.
However, the underlying base of thinking is not necessarily new,
because the way of thinking in terms of exclusive alternative of
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“public” or “individual” has remained unchanged between the pre-
war time and the postwar time; no form of mediation has been
created between “public” and “individual”. In this connection, in
the future we may probably see the exclusive assertion of “the
public and totalitarian control of individual interest.”

Accordingly, the most important task for us must be to find
the logic of conciliation between “the public” and individual.
Though we cannot be too much careful of manipulative uses of
{public)-symbols, it is true. However, we have to take a positive
attitude more than sinical one to {the public). Firstly, we should
rehabilitate the public as a guiding frame of reference. Then, we
should endeavour to help develop the just and full working of the
frame and influence individual interest for the majority of the peo-
ple through it. And, all these controls should not be left only to
the government or leadership, but participated by people themselves
n.

In this article, I shall reflect on the various foundations of the
“public” or public interest and various practical process of it to be
realized (for example, leadership, democratic control, etc.).
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