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The Official Mind of Imperialism:

Charles Canning and the Indian Great Rebellion
Ken'ichi Nakamura®

The Indian Great Rebellion produced fierce reactions among the British in India as
well as in Britain. The religious leaders such as Charles Kingsley and Shaftesbury found
themselves thrown into a state of serious moral confusion. The missionary societies re-
garded the Rebellion as a lesson the morality of the Empire. Most of the reformist move-
ments were silenced and thay often cried for revenge.

The Whing intellectuals who had commanded the policies of Indian reform forfeited
confidence among public. Thomas Macaulay was severely shaken by the outbreak of the
Indian Rebellion and found no alternative but to agree the Tory's Indian Policy. Both Pal-
merston and Disraeli understood that the confidence in their leadership of Queen Victoria
and the general public was at stake. So that both of them proposed the plans for the
transformation of the Indian Government.

But the decision to abolish East Indian Company in London had no great impack on the
govermental structure on the spot. The restoration of British Rule was practically done
by the Governor—General's initiatives.

Firstly, Canning made the full use of the Queen’s Proclamation. Making the translations
into 17 vernacular languages, he issued it upon 1 November, 1858 to Indians about the
coming of the Queen's direct rule with salutes, parades, illuminations and fireworks at all
the important cities of Indian Sub-continent.

Secondly, the Viceroy made an Imperial progress through upper Indian in the winter of
1859/60 and 1860/61 with the promulgation and gift of local distinctions and prices.
He gave solemn letters and special concessions to traditional rulers which could success-
fully arouse the enthusiasm for British Rule.

But the cause of British Rule was lost to Canning well as Whig leaders. Canning’s suc-
cessful restoration of the British Empire ironically became a proto-type of the British im-

perialism of Tory party, especially, that of Disraeli.

* Associate Professor of Hokkaido University
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