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Summary

The pattern of distribution of snow accumulation varied with the winter, which was dis-
closed by observations made in and around Sapporo city, Hokkaido, over winters of 1978-
1981. It was revealed that a cause controlling the pattern was the prevailing weather condi-
tion of the individual winter. High correlation coefficients, 0.67-0.72, were obtained between
maximum annual snow depth H’ and maximum annual water equivalent of snow Hj and the

total precipitation in an accumulation season, though the difference between the dates when
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the two maximums (H’ and H) occurred was observed from 0 to 46 days in Sapporo. It
was found from calculations of the power spectrums using a series of data of 89 years
that a dominant period of variation in maximum annual depth of snow is about four years

at all the seven stations in Hokkaido.



