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Summary

1. In Hokkaido, the forest colonization system was carried out from the late Meiji
era (1899-1912) by the large land owners of private' and public forests of which
ownerships were established in the same period.

The purpose of this system was not only to keep forest labourers but also to
make an agricultural rent from virgin lands. Most of the tenant-farmers were
released from this system by the Land Reform Program which started in 1948,
nevertheless, in the experiment forests of both Hokkaido and Tokyo Universities,
they were still remained on this system down to 1964.

2. The author studied on the historical development process of forest managements
directly concerned with the colonization system in the experiment forests of Hok-
kaido University, especially in the Uryu district. This forest management advanced
essentially as the course of capitalistic development under the landowner’s economy.
From the historical viewpoint, this management is classiffied into four periods as

foltows ;

1 -Preparation period (1910-1917)
II-Expansion period (1918-1934)
III-Completion period (1935-1948)
IV-Disorganization period (1949-1964)

3. After World War II, the feudalistic relations of production under the landowner’s
economy were fundamentally negated by the Democratic Reforms and most of the
tenant-farmers in Japan became the owner-farmers.

On and after 1955, the forest management anticipated difficulty in carrying it out
in such a labour system, and it was obliged to retreat. Nevertheless, as the forest
management could not change into new capitalistic management by it’s own leader-
ship, this feudalistic labour-system was disorganized (during the years 1955-1960).
About the same time, as the forest colonization system was substantially disorganized,
the tenant-farmers decreased remarkably. Through such a process this system in
Hokkaido University was finally disorganized in 1964.

As mentioned above, the forest management concerned with the landowner’s
economy reached to its limit under the course of capitalistic development.



