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Abstract

The Experimental Forests of Hokkaido University were founded when Sapporo Agricultural College,
the former institute of Hokkaido University, was operated. The Experimental Forests were com-
posed of "Basic Forests” and "Experimental Forests”, both of those were a part of the Maintenance
Fund to support the management of the college.

This report investigates the aims of two Forests’ establishment by means of analyzing official
documents appeared during the founding period of those Forests, and contrasts them with the ex-
perimental forests of other high educational institutes, in order to show the implication of the co-
existence of the two Forests.

Three points should be emphasized:

(1) After a crisis caused by the fact that Sapporo Agricultural College was put under the administration
of the Ministry of Education, the college could extend with new special education facilities. This ex-
tension was made possible by following factors:

(a) The college’s occupancy of an important position within a context of higher educational scheme
newly developed by the Ministry of Education, (b) Renowned achievements having done by the college,
(c) Educational training for experts offered by the college to support the policy of Hokkaido development,
and (d) The existence of Maintenance Fund belonging to the college.

(2) The Basic Forests were founded to be a part of the Maintenance Fund to support the management
of the college. Along with the Basic Forests, the possession of agricultural fields was the main
financial source of the college equipped with the new special education facilities.

(3) Unlike the Basic Forests, which were established for the financial sources of the college, the Ex-
perimental Forests were founded only to facilitate the research and education related to forestry and
forest matters.

Key words : Sapporo agricultural college, Imperial university, Maintenance fund, Basic forest,
Experimental forest



