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Summary

The EU has set three goals — security of energy supply, solution of the global warming problem and the
liberalization of the energy market with a view of the formation of a single market premised upon an
integrated Europe — since the 1990s, and has promoted a policy focused on renewable energies to conform
with these goals. Germany also began to position expansion of renewable energies as the focus of its energy
policy in the 1990s for the exactly same reason as that of the EU. In Germany, emphasis has been placed on
the role of renewable energies in generating power. In particular, wind power generation has spread
remarkably since the 1990s. As a result, the amount of power generated by wind in Germany has become the
largest not only in Europe, but also in the world. The danger of generating nuclear power has also become a
major issue in Germany and citizens have conducted large-scale opposition movements to it since the 1970s.
With the accumulation of such citizens’ movements in the background, the federal government and the
electricity industries finally agreed to the gradual abolishment of nuclear power generation in June 2000, Even
in Germany, however, no decisions have been made concerning the problems with nuclear waste disposal,
such as methods, timing and place of disposal. Germany is also expected to have a major headache
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concerning the disposal of nuclear waste. The emphasis on renewable energies in the EU and Germany and
the Germany's decision to gradually abolish nuclear power generation serve as very useful references when
considering environmental and energy issues in Japan.

Key Words : EU, Germany, energy policy, renewable energies, nuclear power generation
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