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Records of a Conger Eel, Ariosoma meeki (Anguilliformes) and a Berycid,
Beryx decadactylus (Beryciformes), from the Pacific Coast
of Aomori Prefecture, Northern Japan

Toshio Kawar, Hisashi IMAMURA, Yoshio IsHito and Kazuhiro NAKAYA

Abstract

A conger eel, Ariosoma meeki (Jordan and Snyder, 1900) (HUMZ 181032, 382.6 mm TL), and a berycid,
Beryx decadactylus Cuvier, 1829 (HUMZ 178729, 204.7 mm SL), were collected from off of Hachinohe on the
Pacific coast of Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan, in 2002. The former species ranges from the Pacific to the
Indian Ocean, and many authors reported it from southern Japan. The latter species ranges from tropical to
temperate waters of the world. In Japanese waters, B. decadactylus is rarely reported from the north but it is
commonly seen in the south. The collection of these specimens from northern Japan is an extremely rare event.
These specimens represent the first records of A. meeki and B. decadactylus from Aomori Prefecture and the
northern-most records of these species in Japan.

Key words: Ariosoma meeki, Beryx decadactylus, First and northern-most records, Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture,

Northern Japan
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of Ariosoma meeki, HUMZ 181032, 382.6 mm TL, off of Hachinohe, the Pacific coast of Aomori

Prefecture.

84 —



& s HHREREEEMISTFINITT 7T F I vF R

Fig. 2. Lateral view of Beryx decadactylus, HUMZ 178729, 204.7 mm SL, off of Hachinohe, the Pacific coast of

Aomori Prefecture.
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