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ON HOLES PERFORATED IN-ASARI (Venerupis philippi narum)
BY THE DRILL-OYSTER

Hldeyu.kl HOTTA and Tadashi TAMURA

Often dead shells have been observed which had been perforated by the drill-oyster. The
authors studied on the perforation parts of Asari at the MIYA, Eastern Mlkawa Bay . The
following results were obtained. ' :

1. The perforatlon parts were in the beak cavity: it might be con]ectured therefore that -
the beak cavity was probably filled with flesh.:

-2. ' No difference of perforations in the respective sides of the shells could be recognized.

~8.. The size of the perforations measured outside- dlameter 6 0- 1 1 mm; average 4.3 mm,
inside-diameter 2.5-0.2 mm, average 1.9 mm. c
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Venerupis philip pmarum

Table 1 The numbers of the hole opened on the shell

Sectioﬁ bean cavity . Margin part
Shell 1o |m|w|v|w|1]z|s]4|s5|6]7|s

Total

Rightshell | 44 | 65 | 1| 1| 6| 6 |olo[o]ojolofoflo 1

leftshel | 17 | 75| 6| 1| o| 1|0/ 0ol 0| o|lojd|lofo 94
Total 61 | 140 1| 2| 6| 7|0 0ololojo|lol oo a7
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Table 3 The diameter of the hole opened on the shell by various oystgr-drill

Outer hole of the shell (mm) Inner hole of the shell (mm)
Specics "Diameter | Average | Average Diameter | Average long| Average
range long diam,. | short diam. | range diameter | short diam.
Purpure (Mancinella) 7 ; ’ - i
clavigera 1.6~3.5 2.31 2.?7 0.1~2.0 1.20 1.15
- P.(M.) brouni 1.5~4.5 - 2.58 2.00 0.2~2.2 1.40 1.33
Ocenebrg japonica 1.8~3.0 2.24 2.14 0.9~1.7 1.26 1.17
Neverita didyma 1.1~6.0 4.30 -_ 0.2~2.5 1.90 —
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