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A Study of the Interpretation of tte Steering and Sailing Rules

for Troliing Vessels

Yoshitsune HACHITANDA

Abstract

The new Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, as are seen in the text of this paper,
make considerable changes from previous Regulations particularly in Rule 26.

It is now provided that all vessels not engaged in fishing shall, when under way, keep out
of the way of any vessels fishing with rets or lines or trawls, But a provisory phrase “‘except
trolling lines” was inserted in Rule 26, when the new Regulations were issued in Japan.

There are two different and important constructions in conflict with each other in this
country. These are as follows: ' ,

One interpretation holds that tte phrase *“‘except trolling lines” should not have been inser-
ted in the Rule, because it should be understood to include the trolling lines vessels under the
term ““any vessels fishing with nets or lines ot trawls’’ prescribed in Rule 26.

Tbe other opinion holds that the vessels fishing within the meaning of Rule 26, should carry
positively special signals provided in Rule 9, but it must be noted that Rule 9 contains no pro-
vision for lights, shapes, or basket to distinguish a trolling lines vessel, so that Rule 26 should
not be applicable to the trolling lines vessels, no matter whether or not there is an insertion of
this phrase. .

Now the author made a study of this problem, and touched on the subject that special
lights authorized for use by trolling lines vessels are working lights only, which “may”’ be used
as an optional alternative, and these lights should comply with Rule 1 (b}, and also have no
significance as warning against any risk of collision.

These lights ate “‘not for the purpose of warning all approaching vessels”, but “for the
work of the vessel herself”. ‘

Therefore the mere discovery of such a light only dces not bind the petsons in charge of any
other vessels not engaged in fishing, to follow any particular Rule. It should be noted that a
vesse] under way is bound to keep clear of unknown light as a matter of good seamanship, not
by any Rules provided.

Thus the author has no hesitation in saying that the latter construction is the correct inter-
pretation of Rule 26. :
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