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Studies on the Fishing Grounds

Tatsuaki MAEDA, Seikichi MISHIMA and Ichiro SAITO

Abstract

In the searching for fishing grounds it is important for one to understand the living con-
ditions of the creatures, sea and weather conditions, suitability of fishing gear and method.

The salmon fishery in Japan is of great economic importance. According to the Agreement
of the 2nd Japan-Soviet Fisheries Congress, in the Okhotsk Sea, from 1959 this f ishery has-
become forbidden for a while,

Nevertheless the studies on the fishing ground remain uncompleted. 1In the deep sea of the
Okhotsk Sea four fishing grounds are listed as follows:

(A) Area around the northern Kuriles,

(B) Area off Kavran Bay.

(C) To the north-east off Sakhalin.

(D) To the north-west off the southern Kuriles.

(A) This area is very complex in sea conditions on account of mixture of flow through the
Onnekotan Strait, cool water along the northern part of the Araito Island and the peculiar
water in the Okhotsk Sea. Moreover anadromous salmon going to the rivers in the Kamchatka
Peninsula concentrate in the straits between the Kuriles.

(B) This area corresponds to the touch point of the southern end of the tidal current from
the Penjinskii Bay southward-coastal flow from Kavran Bay and northward-warm flow above
the cool water along the Kamchatka Peninsula.

(C) The water has lower temperature and higher salinity than elsewhere. Owing to its
characteristics, fish movement towards the north is obstructed and groups are made, according
to the writers opinion. These groups are likely to move toward the east and then north.

(D) In this area is found a mixture of the Tsushima Current through the SOya Strait to
the south and the southward flow along the east coast of Sakhalin,

Some of the salmon migrating through the straits of the southern Kuriles gather in that
vicinity.
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Fig. 2. Locations of the hydrographic stations and the fishing stations, horizontal
distribution of temperature and salinity at the 10-meter level occupied by the

“Hokusei Maru” in July 1958
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Fig. 3. Locations of the hydrographic stations and
the fishing stations, horizontal distribution of
temperature and salinity at the sea surface occupied
by the ‘*Hokusei Maru” in August 1958
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