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Benthic fauna of Sakhalin surf clam bed along the coast
of Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture

Shigeru Nakao

Abstract

The present paper is one of the investigations which aim to elucidate the character-
istics of shellfish grounds in shallow water from the view point of the benthic fauna and
bottom sediment analyses. The materials for this study were collected on the coast of
Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture in August and October of 1965.

The results obtained are summarized as follows:

(1) The surveyed area was divided into three parts according to the feature of
water depth and the character of bottom sediments; the southern part from Samekado
point, a hollow region situated between the estuary of Mabechi River and Samekado
point, and the northern part from the mouth of Mabechi River.

In the southern part the coast is steep, while the coasts of the hollow region and the
northern part form easy grades.

The distribution of organic matter and fine particles (less than 100x in diameter) in
the sediments of the southern and the northern parts is rather simple in feature, the
contents increase gradually with the increasing depth. In the hollow region which
departs markedly from the others in regard to the sediment character, they are distributed
much more complicatedly and the contents are more abundant than those in the others.

(2) Twenty-two species of benthic animals were observed; 10 species of molluscs,
1 species of echinodermata, 6 species of arthropoda, 1 species of nemertinea and 4 pecies
of annelida.

Of these species Polychaeta were dominant in the southern part, Scaphechinus
marabilis in the northern part, and Spisula sachaliensis and Mactra sinensis carneopicia in
the hollow region.

(3) These benthic animals can be divided into the following typical communities by
means of the similarity after the Renkonen Value. Each community is characterized by
a pronounced dominance of a few animals.

(a) Polychaeta community; This community is found both in the southern part and
off the northern part. . i

(b) Scaphechinus community; The community predominated by Scaphechinus
mirabilis lies in parallel with the coast line in a region shallower than that of the Poly-
chaeta community.

(c) Pelecypoda community; Spisula sachaliensis and Mactra sinensis carneopicta are
quite numerous, being more than 80 9, of the total number of animals. This community
is distributed distinctively in the shallow waters near the shore of the hollow region and
the northern part.

(d) Crustacea community; Amphipoda and cumacea are dominant inhabitants
in the offing and near the shore of the hollow region and the northern part.

* bR B A K R e
(Laboratory of Marine Culture, Faculty of Fisheries, Hokkaido University)
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Fig. 1. Chart showing the stations where the bottom sediments and benthos were
collected. The upper chart shows those taken in August and the lower in October, 1965
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Fig. 2. Isobathes (m) adjacent to Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture,
observed by echo-sounder

BERD & DPhniE, WKREES S OEERISEERRE bRELL, ZhFR 150s 146X
N2 1 T, CORBOERV—BIREDLOROI->TVBE L ERERLT S, L URIEE 1004
DT OMFEEROMIIL, EBRNEEMIDZEPRAKECRECEAFRIHEM L IMRE &
2 T3, ChZziRILHELmEERE b ikBOMMcts > TEERMPHHEL, MARIZROL
335 oM EEIR AL (Fig. 3). L0 ZEMEBHSERDEELLTEDLIE
BIRFRIS LU COD DHFEHBICOWT 4 HEL TR ON (Fig. 3), MBI FEHRMN L FRYE
BRAFHIIEITULBERELTRING, EROEETIERIDLD X 5 2HHHRIL L DIRRED
FTHBEELEL G EAT, EBOLERMIOL LR MARKRICREROERD 5 VIi/NRHELE
b, T OKIRICEHEICEHEINDGMA SR EEEHYe BN TFOESMEEIhs L LT
BRI OEHEEINS,

ERU 1oABEREREED S WAARI, (1) BALEOEER 2) BEN BRNAZ2ELHRA
®, B3I 3) BEIOX YIOBRRDOIRRAHT B EMNT RS, CDIR2FEELERRE WA
BERBSLOHLRRE AL LiLT 5, BIRRRBETEAEROBECPHREOERD SM->TH Y,
BHRMER LD oo ARIRREEGEL TV Y, BEIENSED TRBZ ARLifRE K2 2ER
E2oTV 3, BAMBETIRAKBROELIZILER L ZZR—OEMTD 555, BB it
FHEPRORA LB IBU T, B THEEZIMHBETRL T3 RPHENTH 5,

— 252 —



19689) PR kv X7 A RIBOEEEYH

Fine particle

Fig. 3. Distributionfof bottomEmudfwhichfis}lessithan 100 x in diameter and
chemical substances in the sediment (9)
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Table 1. Distribution of benthos (number of individuals/m?) found at
each station in August, 1965
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Table 2. Distribution of benthos (number of individuals/m?) found

at each station in October, 1965
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Fig. 4. Number of individuals of benthos found as dominant species in August,
1965, where the density scale (number of individuals/m3) is: x, naught; e, 1-50; o,
50-100; O, 100-500; ®, 500-1000; @, >1000
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Fig. 5. Maps showing the distribution of common species ‘of benthos in October,
1965. x, naught; e, 1-10; o, 10-50; O, 50-100; ©, >100
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Fig. 6. Chart showing the similarity of composition of benthic communities in
August, 1965 induced by the Renkonen Value. A: Spisula community, B: Scaphechinus
community, C: Crustacea community, D: Mactra community, B: Polychaeta community
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Fig. 7. Maps showing the distribution of five benthic communities
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