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Seasonal Variation of Inorganic Phosphorus in Funka Bay
and the Factors Influencing the Variation

Mitsuru Yanapa*, Yoshiaki Marra* and Shigeru Fukase*

Abstract

The vertical distribution and the seasonal variation of phosphate-phosphorus
were examined at 33 stations in Funka Bay throughout the year using R/V
Ushio Maru.

During the winter, it was found that the concentration of phosphate-
phosphorus had a comparatively high value and & vertically homogeneous pattern.
In the spring, the concentration of phosphate-phosphorus at the upper layer (from
surface to 40 m depth) markedly decreased as the spring phytoplankton blooms.
On the contrary, the concetration of phosphate-phosphorus at the lower layer
(from 50 m to 90 m depth) tended to increase gradually after spring. The
low concentration of phosphate-phosphorus at the upper layer was maintained
until the period when the Tsugaru warm waters flowed into the bay. During the
autumn on to winter, the concentration of phosphate-phosphorus in the bay
increased by vertical convection.

The remarkable changes of phosphate-phosphorus for the vertical distribution
and seasonal variation in the bay are decided by the following factors, 1) the
inflow of two major water masses, that is, one is formed by the Oyashio Waters

' which flow into the bay in early spring, the other is by the Tsugaru warm waters

! which flow into the bay in late summer, 2) the uptake of phosphate-phosphorus by
the phytoplankton blooms and the regeneration of phosphate-phosphorus by the
decomposition of organic matter, and 3) the supply of phosphate-phosphorus from
the bottom sediment.
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Fig. 1. Location of sampling stations in the Funka Bay.
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Fig. 2 Variations in vertical distribution of phosphate-phosphorus (ug at/l) at the
observational stations in Funka Bay, 1974.
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Fig. 4 Variations in vertical distributions of temperature and salinity at station 30, 1974.
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Fig. 5 Vertical sections of phosphate-phosphorus and salinity in Funksa Bay in February,
1974.
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Fig. 6 Relation between the concentration of phosphate-phosphorus and apparent
oxygen utilization of different water masses in February, 1974.
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Fig. 7 Relation between the concentration of phosphate-phosphorus and apparent oxygen
utilization during July to October, 1974.
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Fig. 8 Seasonal changes on the standing stocks and the preserved phosphorus in Funka
Bay, 1974.
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Fig. 9 Vertical sections of phosphate-phosphorus and salinity in Funka Bay in September,
1974.
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Fig. 10 Seasonal changes on total amount of apparent oxygen production and standing
stocks of phosphate-phosphorus in surface water (0-30 m) of Funka Bay, 1974.
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Fig. 11 Seasonal changes on oxygen saturation (A) and pﬁosphate-P(B) in bottom water
at station 23, 1974.
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Fig. 12 Relation between phosphate-P and apparent oxygen utilization in the core of
typical water mass (S=33.4-33.5%) in Funka Bay during spring, 1974.
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Fig. 13 Relation between phosphate-P and apparent oxygen utilization in bottom water
(8=33.4-33.5%,) in Funka Bay during summer, 1974.
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Table 1. Variation in seasonal changes on the atomic ratio
of oxygen and phosphorus calculated from A.0.U.
and concentration of phosphate-phosphorus.

P: O
Month atomic ratio r
Feb. 33. 0% << 1:—195 0.85
May 33.0—33. 6% 1:—189 0. 93
July 33.0—33. 6% 1:—194 0.98
Sept. 33.0—33. 6% 1:—177 0.98
Nov. 33. 6% << 1:—1566 0.93
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