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Population Analysis of the Japanese Anchovy, Engraulis
Jjaponica, in Northern Japan based on the
Number of Gill-rakers

II. Comparison of localities with regard
to the number of gill-rakers

Tetsuichiro KINOSHITA*

Abstract

The number of gill-rakers on the first gill-arch ‘of 6,547 specimens of the
Japanese anchovy sampled from 7 localities comprising 11 sampling stations was
counted. The logistic curves were applied to the relationship between the mean
number of gill-rakers and the body length in respective localities. Comparisons of
these curves were made including the curves obtained from the fish caught in
Kamiiso. The fish which were sampled from Kaminokuni, from Kamiiso during
the period from June to early August and from Mutsu Bay in June and July had
lower mean values of gill-rakers than the values of the fish caught on the Pacific
coast and the fish from Kamiiso and Mutsu Bay in the seasons followed those
mentioned above. The fish taken in Toyama Bay and Shiunji had the lowest
mean values among all localities and showed the distinctive increasing pattern of
their values. Consequently, three populations were distinguished in northern
Japan on the basis of the number of gill-rakers and their increasing patterns, i.e.,
the populations distributed along the Pacific coasts, the coast of south-western
Hokkaido in the Sea of Japan and the coasts of Toyama and Niigata Prefecture
respectively. It may be concluded that the fish caught in the Tsugaru Strait
and Mutsu Bay were mainly supplied from the population inhabiting the coast
of south-western Hokkaido in the Sea of Japan during the period from June to
July or to early August and from another population on the Pacific coast in the
following seasons.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the sampling stations.
Table 1. Locality, date of sampling and number of specimens
used in the investigation.
o No. of ) -
Locality specimens Date
Funka Bay 615 from Aug. 31 to Nov. 23, 1974
Misawa 803 from Oct. 10 to Dec. 2, 1974
Miyako 99 Sept. 20, 1972
45 Aug. 25, 1973
Ozuchi 116 Sept. 5 and 20, 1975
176 Jan. 10 and 11, 1976
Aomori 319 from June 6 to July 31, 1967
) 994 from Aug. 6 to Dec. 17, 1967
Kaminokuni 145 from Oct. 23 to Nov. 4, 1972
210 Oct. 28, 1973
) 1069 from Oct. 23 to Nov. 12, 1975
Shiunji 241 from July 18 to Nov. 22, 1975
Toyama Bay 617 from May 18 to June 21, 1972
397 from March 4 to April 10, 1973
751 Feb. 24, April 30 and May 1, 1976
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Fig. 2. Distribution of mean values of gill-rakers related to body length - and logistic
curves estimated by means of Ricklefs’s method. Marks are represented as
follows; in Funka Bay, @: from Aug. 31 to Oct. 3, O: from Oct. 31 to Nov. 23;
in Misawa, @: Oct., O: Nov. and ®: Dec.; in Miyako and Ozuchi, ®: Miyako,
® and O: Ozuchi, solid circles being the mean values and open circles being the
values of individuals. In Aomori, +: June and July, @: Aug., O: Sept., ®: Oct.,
® Nov. and @: Dec.. In Toyama Bay, @:°72, O:'73 and ®: *76.
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Table 2. X3-test for fitting the normal curve to the frequency
distribution of the number of gill-rakers of the fish
having a body length of more than 110 mm.

Locality N X3 df P
Funka Bay 382 12.728 7 0.10~0. 05
. Misawa 14T 9. 455 5 0.10~0.05
Miyako 113 4. 954 6 0.75~0.50
Toyama Bay 540 9.760 7 0.25~0.10
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Table 3. The estimated values for logistic equation, GR=K/[14e-2BL-D1],

(A) and (B) refer to Fig. 2.

Locality a b ‘ ‘ K ’ Remark

Funka Bay 0.07385 17. 691 69.20

Misawa 0. 05504 6. 635 69. 20

Miyako and Ozuchi 0. 04370 9.081 69.20

Aomori 0.06371 6.128 6.20 | (4
0. 08601 23.422 69.20  (B)

Kaminokuni 0. 03955 1.385 69.20 | (A)
0. 05509 10. 746 68.20 | (B)

Toyama Bay 0. 04078 5. 822 69.20 - | (A)
0. 05240 35.927 69.20 | (B

Kaminokuni type 0.04428 4.696 69.20 |

70
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a R
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"5 B o Kaminokuni
2 B ©  Aomori
55| — Mean
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Fig. 4. Distribution of the mean values of gill-rakers related to body length for the fish

taken in Kamiiso during the period from June to early August, Aomori in June and
July and Kaminokuni, and the logistic curve estimated from the pooled data of these
three areas. This curve is represented in Fig. 5 as Kaminokuni type.
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Fig. 5. Comparison of the longistic curves applied to the relationship between the number
of gill-rakers and the body length in respective localities.
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