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Role of Humic Substances on Amino Acid
Distribution in Marine Sediments

Yoshiaki MarTa*, Shigeru MoNTANAT** and Shigeru FUrasg***

Abstract

Humic acid (HA) and fulvic acid (FA) were extracted from the Okhotsk Sea
sediment. Elementary composition (C, H, N), amino acid contents and infrared
spectra of HA and FA were examined.

The elementary composition of HA and FA are C: 44.2, H: 4.9, N: 3.5 and
C: 6.2, H: 2.1, N: 0.529, on the average, respectively. The infrared analyses
show the characteristic absorption at 1640 cm—! (peptide amide).

The abundance of amino acids present in humic compounds indicates that they
are the main structural constituents of the peripheral portion. Seventeen different
amino acids were found in the acid hydrolysate of HA and FA. The total
quantity of amino acids ranged from 26 to 560 ug/g and from 50 to 217 ug/g dry
sediments in HA and FA, respectively.

In a deeper layer of sediment core, the amino acids of FA increased relative
to HA and finally occupied 349, of total amino acids in sediment samples. This
suggests that FA serves as a reservoir of amino acids in marine sediments.
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ZLT, BT, WEET I UBHETOT I CBROSHERN, L0V VRN G
HOT I JBOREC Y DBERBEE R T ADOBIRDNTRRZ C E2EHBELT,

RES LTI FHE
DTG 12 BEREEE AR ORI - KTE - BR R BOE 3% % Table 1 10577, HREE
2, VY= b EIOWHEREM D. Mendeleev BT k % 1974 4E 7~8 HDM¥#E (13th Cruise) £ L
TR, RBHEBICIR Y2 a7 5 -2 Auvrz, RREEHD, Ml T—EHERIcL, Bk
FF(3°C) LI b D%, EBRFENTEIRICTHRIERL, 0.25mm OFHITARIL I, HEH+EO
HHBRE, ERITONTIR, 0.25mm OF2EBL 2 5 ORXDOWT, HiAFESO MT-500 5 CN
7 I AF -2 ROTHEREL 12,

Table 1. General description of sediment core collected from the Okhotsk Sea.

St. 945

Latitude (N) 53°53
Longitude (E) 149°007

Water depth (m) 1070

Core length (cm) 527
Sediment type 0-60 cm; diatom-ooze

60 em<; clayey

Colour- light olive

TIVERE T AFBOBEE

WEHRBEY» 6 D7 I VBB L7 v FBROHBEE Kononova DFEINCHEL €, LLTOBLHiE
TITI2 - 12, 0,25 mm D %8B - ERHEEDRER 60g 2RBL, HEEHRIKANR, Vor R
V—RHBR ANT, RUEY - X F L ~b e TR FURASTE 5:1:1) 2REOM 10 EEANRY 14
FEERERE L 720 C OB EBBRBMEI Y 5T, ¥F .~ 42 (Bitumen) &MIEh 3 W& %
HEEEL RE 2 7o 7 — 4 —hic THIEGRL, ZA752aiBd, Chit 0, 1M E¥u ) U BF
FU YAl 0 INAREEF bY Y LAORE (V/VLE:]) 2REOK I0GBEMNA T, BAE@awry
5 ¥ 24 BRI 24T 5 720 CORIEIZ AEHEDIEL 72, COREIRL TELhizHitH#k%® GF/C 7 4
NE—~THEBL, ME>AHET pH 1 (KL 2%, 30~40°C OB TREBHE, 18 =i
THREBL @2 Bk L 72,

OBy 2 RBOSHEL, L OKBEL i, BESBRLIIAOR 7 I VBRAL UL, BHIEN
F o~ T HCTHARF T2 BB 1242, BIERHELIZ 02 7V RBRAE LIz, SHTEIED
BEIR, Fig. LIGRTEBHTH B,

TR

7L 2mg B LT VR Smeg 2RERFL, CHN a— %~ (A MT-28) % T

R - kT - BRORIERRITE -1,
7o

7 oBE TUFBOE 20~50mg 2L, HB} 10mg D% 1ml ® 6N-HCI 2MA T, 24
BRRIIACEL 120 MRTOMKARIL, BRY X THUEEY 5 2FNT 105°C 1 THIZ 12,
kg, GF/C 7 anv s — TEBL TREZBREL, BIKIHES Yy — 2 P THEIR,
iz pH 2.2 @ 2 = o S 2ml 2WA THPL, Z0—HPEE rsa< b5 7 (HfifE
Pl 034 ) ik, 7 1 VBOEHBIOERPIT -1,
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|Dry Sedimentl (< 0.25 mm)

Extract with Benzen, Methanol and
Acetone (5:1:1) for 14 hours

L — L]
Extract Residue
(Bitumen) Extract with 0.1 M Na,P,0; and

0.1 N NaOH (1:1) for 24 hours
(repeat 4 times )

r 1
Extract Residue

Adjust to pH 1
with dll-HZSOu

r ]
Precipitate Solution

Dialysis with tap
water for 48 hours
Humic acid Dryness in vacuc

(HA)

Fulvic acid
(FA)

Fig. 1. Sequence of sediment handling procedures.

FA I
T IVBB IO TV RBRONKSIMENED L ORREEL T, £4 3mg BERBEHL, 700mg O
KBr WEAL, HOBRSLUMBHZL 2 4 ORBAL 206 EER LT BHASEAREY, RIS
Pidg (BAS RS DS-301 ) % BTl .

] £

TERAHT
Xk~ YRS St. 945 O LT ORBO 7 i v MBIV K BT OKR#E - KEBIPEROE
BEESROEFNT, Table 2, 3 SRTHEIE, 7 I VTS 52.6%, 7 AXETIE FH8.8% TH

Table 2. The contents of organic carbon, hydrogen, and nitrogen in humic acid.

Depth H Cc N C/N
(cm) wt. % wt. % wt. 9%, wt. ratio
o-10 | 50 | 4v0 3.8 10.7
60- 70 .53, 4L6 3.9 10.6

120-130 6.1 | 510 4.2 12.2

180-190 6.2 |  52.6 4.4 12.1

230-240 | 4.6 | 388 3.5 11.1

310-320 } 50 . 45.2 3.4 13.3

370-380 3.9 | 435 2.8 15.5

440-454 48 | 49.5 3.4 14.6

505-515 3.3 34.9 2.2 15.9
Ave. 4.9 44.2 3.5 —
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Table 3. The contents of organic carbtm, hydrogen, and nitrogen in fulvic acid.

Depth N C/N
(cm) % wt % wt. 9% wt. ratio
-10 | 15 3! 0.32 9.7
60- 70 ! 2.0 | 5.4 0. 60 9.0
120-130 1.8 | 4.4 0 61 7.2
180-190 1.6 ‘ 3.0 0.34 8.8
230~-240 2.3 | 5.4 0.61 8.9
310-320 2.1 { 6.8 0.55 12.4
370-380 2.1 6.8 0.55 12.6
440-454 2.3 ! 8.4 0.58 14.5
505-515 3.1 i 12.5 0.49 25.5
Ave. 2.1 ! 6.2 ; 0.52 —
mg HA/g-dry.sed.
0 5 10 mg C/ g dry sed.
o I . . ' : ;

[
T

uDepth {m)
./-\.____’—I\
uDepth {m)
l/.
/ \-
\D/u\

o »
Fig. 2. Vertical distribution of humic Fig. 3. Vertical distribution of humic-
acid extracted from marine carbon and fulvie-carbon in marine
sediment core. sediment core.

b, TUFRBRCONTR, IEBECHEBYEHERO/NINIDI 5T,

B O BREL T L L BEO GERLE Fig.2 RFET, 7 1 UBORES, 8 0~13mg/g
dry sediment O TFRICHL 5 THRAL TOL HEMA SNz, HEHTDO 7 1 L BE 7 v FEB
OERRZNENOHWEET 5 I3 TIROODT, FBRESERR2EN, Zh o OMEYSER1
I3 AYUDDIY S5 MCHEL I L DILDNTAH S E, Fig, 3, Table 4 3538 Table 5 OIiZ 7 5,
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LD SHODBRI, 71 BOFBI VL VEBRIEEFEVE S, ZOEOKIWRET
2, 7 EBROFBAGREROVMEE S 5Tz, 7RI DN TIE, 0,19~1 14mg C/g dry
sediment DEETEHL, ZOLEEII T O KRR, 7o, ToFERES xbIX S0
Polie ULhULAAMS, 73 vBOFERB L HEBRM TRBuCEIL, THIEEH 2.6mg C/g
dry sediment Th H, BERTIIINVFBETED > T,

Table 4. Percent distribution of organic carbon in humic acid and fulmc aczd

Depth HA-C “ FA-C ‘ Total-C | HA-C/ FA-C/ (HA+FA) C/

P : L Total-C Total-C Total-C
om mg/g dry sediment wt. % wt. 9% wt. %

0- 10 3.28 0.91 21.0 16 4.3 20
60- 70 2.95 0.79 20.0 15 4.0 19
120-130 1.89 0.38 4.45 43 8.5 51
180-190 1.74 0.19 4.35 40 4.4 44
230-240 1.24 0.33 4.56 27 7.2 34
310-320 0. 68 0.58 5.04 14 12 25
370-380 0.74 0.54 5. 55 13 . 9.7 23
440-454 0. 64 0.58 7.04 9.1 8.2 ; 17
505-515 @ 0.70 1.14 | 5.60 13 ;20 ‘ 33

Table 5. Percent distribution of o'rgamc mtrogen i humic acid and fulvic acid.

U FAN)

HA-N | FA-N } HAN/ i(HA-{-FA N/
Dﬁ}:fh A Total N o0l N | Total'N | Total-N
,ug/g dry sedlment mg/g wt. % wt. % ! wt. 9,
1 i |

0- 10 304 | 91 | 148 2 6.1 | a7
60- 70 277 ' 88 i 138 | 2 6.4 26
120-130 155 | 53 0. 60 26 8.8 35
180-190 145 = 22 0. 59 25 3.7 28
230-240 u2 38 0.71 16 5.4 | 21
310-320 51 | 47 0.71 7.2 6.6 | 14
370-380 48 | 43 0.73 6.6 5.9 \ 13
440-454 44 40 0.81 5.4 4.9 | 10
505-515 # | 6 0.72 6.1 6.3 | 12

KiT7 1 UBRE 7 VRBOKLZDOHICE TN TV S EBBRE - KB LOEROHESEDH EE
BIZDNTHTAHS (Table 2, 3), 7 I YBHPTOERE KRR, TRICM» - TRIFFRLBIRT
bh, HHNBIFETEDLL Cozh, REC OO TREBENSIER K I 572 C/N DWW TAHS
&, TREmb - THT 2@HRABA L,

FIZ 7ROV TIE, BIEL REKEO VP EBRS TH 5101, RE - KB L FEED
FaEE, 73 UEBRHNTIERNIZEE 725 Tz, BRIXDWVTIE 0~10cm, 180~190cm
BT, W BANIBEE R STHIN, MIZBEASFUETCEEARLTENTYE, REE
Ak, TRBICHY > THHNMCHEML T H, C/N &7 1 VB ERRCTE IR - THEML T»
2o IEDZ 05, 7 IV, TAREEE QICEERBITE IR, REOBEHEYA - L T
BLEMBIPWA D,

7B
TIVBBIFTANRBPBIKMET I LT XY, Zh5OHRY I v BOEE: BBk
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40t
151 5t.945
310-320¢cm <
= 10} 0-10cm
30r Z
El
0 I 18, I 1lsn
<
Y- 20t 20
s |
= 440-454cm
= L 15
o
15
2 =
101 s 10p
o
=
L _E st
L - NAINAI
0 — L I L1t I
I3 F3Zs3z 2288 r£ 5328 i E3szzz288 pE 832215
Fig. 4. Histograms of amino acid Fig. 5. Histograms of amino acid
composition in humic acid. composition in fulvie acid.

Table 6. Interpretation of infrared spectra of humic acid and fulvic acid in sediment.

Peak No. | Wave No. Interpretation
1 3400-3450 Water, OH stretch Sharp
3330 Peptide NH Shoulder

2 3000-3330 Amide IT Shoulder

3 2920 Aliphatic CH,, CH, ‘Broad
4 1720 Aliphatic ketone Broad

5 1640 Peptide amide Shoulder

6 1620 Aromatic or quinone C=C, conjugated C=0 Sharp
7 1540 Amide II Broad

8 1410-1460 Aliphatic chain Broad

1405 NH,*

9 1205 -C-0- band (acid, phenol, aromatic ether)  Sharp
10 1170 -0-C- band (ether) Sharp
11 1100 Amorphous silica Broad
12 1050 Glycosidic linkage Broad
13 910 Olefinic OH Broad

DNVTREL I, 7 I VB - 7 FE» S ITEEO Y 1 VBRI N, —F% Fig. 4 & 517 T,

7 I VBOARERD T I JBEERIE, FTRIWCEEDL TS (Fig.6). BHIN:I7 1/

%, 7 /By B EFEET B -EEET LB (BRT 1 BREESEND
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mg AA./g HA 0 25 50 wt.%
0 50 100 o T T
n,- T L 'S [e] a
- \ I /
/ e s o0 o
[}
T
1+ L 'S [e] =]
. x l \
/ o8 (o] o
Az o -\ Ez i Ammanc \/ \
=3 - » a
— » =
= k=
= a
= 3
i L Acidic KMHI

n
o~
T
D/
e
o\o/o
A5

|/ LIFV

Fig. 6. Vertical distribution of amino Fig. 7. Vertical changes in the rela-
acid in humic acid. tive abundance of acidic, basic,
neutral, and aromatic group to

total amino acid in humic acid.

Table 7. Comparison of elementary composition of humic acid.

c | B | N
Location Reference
(%)

Bering Sea 49.2-54.8 | 6.1-7.2 2.8-3.6 13)
Atlantic Ocean 52.8-54.1 5.7-6.6 5.6 14)
(Nova Scotia)
Sagami Bay, 52.7-53.6 | 5.5-6.0 4.3-5.8 15)
Suruga Bay
East China Sea 40.8-54. 3 5.4-6.2 3.8-5.8 16)
Okhotsk Sea 34.9-52. 6 3.3-6.2 2.2-4.4 | This work

BNDTERL) D4DDI Vv~ FEBEL, Fh FROBREIC 5D 5EE2ER S —+w> + TRT
(Fig. 7)o
T L BRI, I —EDETRBRRL THA0 5 50% 2 EdF b £, HEMRT 1 /BRI
DNTRFEDP S 2.4m%§$1t§73ub, FNLNED b BEE s THIRL Tz, By 1 B, B
HiE:7 s VBRI POHEMERL T, FHIEEEE &, HEMT 1 /oY 1 o BOBEE 248
5L, RBOKIL% 2ED TV, FEET I 78I, TEIL 2256 FRICAD - THERL Tz,
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esidues after hydrolysis

Absorbance
prol

\

W

/

b )
[/

o

)

//ﬁ,_vl
.
L
~ N

N\
/__/\-
L 1 1 L L 1 L ] 1 1 1 1 1 1 L ] 1 1 L J
40 36 32 28 24 2 18 16 14 12 10 8 6
Wave Number (cm") x102
A; 0- 10 c¢m
B, 60~ 70
£:;120-130
D:180-190
E;240-250

Fig. 8. Infrared spectra of humic acids and of the residues after hydrolysis.

TUREBEOT I BRI OV TIE, Fig. 5 b —HURU 1B, BT 3 2 BIC N TIERME Y
LOBOGHEEVLENCE, IRTRETEERY 1 /RO 5D 2EEMEML T 5 DHBKERT
»Holle

G4 wirsagil

T ILRE TARBBIOT I L BOMKREBET DD TR T 272 -2 L T3, Fig
8, 9 B XX Table 6 RL 12EEIZ, 7 31 VEICOWTIZ I3, 7 XT3 1048, 7 3 vEBoink
SERETIE, SEDKERNIEY -7 0BB NI,
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7 SRR\ IN A
\ N N~E
/ ’\t v
\
4036 32 28 4 W8 s T T 1;2'
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L
D: 180—190
E: 240-250

Fig. 9. Infrared spectra of fulvic acids.

3400~3450cm ™! FHEDIBEOCERIEIZ, N-H O/ L > TH—Ma[akc ah 3, KEoHiE
AEEESLUIABECE T3 EBbN5, 70 OFERINE LTI, xFLoEBIPtxs
NEDMBEEIRENC X 5 & O 2920 15 L O 1410~1460cm ™! FHECE DI TN 3, 1640 & 1540cm™t D
RINIZ, <7FFEOBBHEDOT i FIE7FINRENRFARBET AL EZEL50 %, 1050cm™!
DORINHE L, EHEP L0 ~2D~F 1D C-O0 MRS -T2 DEEbh%, WTh
ORPHZ b FEEL TRD SIS 1720em™ D b Dk, # 4 F = VEOHMHERIN TS 5,

% ®

7 oBFHRET R T 5 FRIBRE - KES I CEROEEEOWMELL% Table 2 {RLTI:
2, MOWEROHEED L o INT 7 D BROTLHRMR E HERL CTA 5 & Table 7 DFRICT LD S
LENTR S, :

Bordovskiy'® O#EL T 3R~ Y > T EHEEH DX, RF%E 49.2~54.8% - KFE 6.1~7.2% &
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SUEHR2.8~3,8% ThHbh, BEDL DA &~V 7 BHEHYOM > HBHYR < £l Tz, 272, Rashid
& King' 85U T 52 KEEERYIC DO TOMEE, Saito & Hayano® i 5 BRI & FIAEEH>
S/II7 I VBROEIR, FEEICR—EL Tz, EIS® QMG L 2 WEHED 7 1 Bk
B, Ax—-V @O DELTVI,

LhbE DTHMROERE 125 L TO BRI OVTIE, 7 I BOREME - ARDOBDIhE
BLEToN2M, 4DLIAHELDT I VBOTHRMBERYD 2 TER R ETET 5 TRRE LT
bR

Table 4 iKoRY & S i, HEILENLZTERBR~BITL TS EbNh3 1.2m DIET, 7108
FORE (HA-C) L &HBBHEFE (Total-C) DO, TR HCHRERMICD 120 T2, 710
BHORFEL 7 v FBFORE (FA-C) 2MATZ D (HA+FA) & SEBBREOKIZONT b
BTHH, i L2m BRRTY v ) IR S ARSI T3 4 D EA 5L EHTA
Do

CD7 7Y THHT R ZOREEOES &L, —icruy . v (Kerogen) & BEEN T3 D
Thb, RO EREOHA S E, 1L 2m DIECRERYOMILFH L HEDE, HLOBOE
BHDOESEBITION TS bDL#ERING, BUKATIVERR L DIZ, 73 BOFN 0
Y VIREEL TS TTEEMES R XV, 2D LDV T, Nissenbaum 51935 13C % Fitr 7 ¢
VB TNVRBB IO m Y - L OMTORKE, BRERL TW3, 2L T, COEBESTT LA
VT Y 2o S i e BT e 2735 &, BEBTOERID 40~70% 537 hic
YT A Ltz s,

REDBE L FIfRIT, BRICDOTLLERICHT S 205 DHIZ, Table 57T L 51T, BB
DRREEFRECEDVEL D, 7 I 0BIE T VEBICHT, L) EROBRBOERSR, 7
IVER - TURER R ML 72 b O L Fl—ORRERY T TCOLT 1 Y, KB L ARCHEY S
R T 543, TTREESL Y, 71 0BPOEROBRET Y I v BOSED 2 ikl
RETIDEELLNS,

B MU 7 S Ui TV RBTIRIESED Y I VEBMNEIN TS (Fig. 4, 5) 20K
ERCDNTIR, 73108 7V RBOFAIESTORBRIC L 3 &, 1640em™ fEIZ <~ 7+ R
DL DEBONIRICHBHFET 20T, CORBEHMECT 2 HHT, 6 N-HCl MAMEHRD 7 ¢
CRDFI I R IT2 5 120 ORE, MADMBLEIT & - T 1640em™! OWIEHZ, 1113524
WHRT A 00, CORIRHIZ, <7 BRI ZbDEMTEL, ChBELITRIE, 73
YERFDT I VBB TF R EUTREIN TV A L BT 50 EMEEETH 5,

INETET I Y PRFO7 2 BB DOV TOREIED 0D, Rashid®id, 7 1087
WRERD T I MR E ZNEN, HEMET 1 2B 18, 10% - ERE Y 1 BB 26,34% T 3 B
45,389 - FEMET 1 /W5 9.129% LBEL T3, Ah— v o EEMTIE, Fig. 5~7 T R L 1z
BRiT, 7IVBTH70RBIT OO T HAHEBEPCHICBLEBLIZADTH B, 7 3 Ve 7UE
BO7 I /BREROEE: U T, 7ARBICRFEERY IV BYBEINAEAVALR, DT
BTV RBROBRERICESL THATEELEA SN S,

D7 I B JAVRBRBDY I Y, HEHFOT7 1 BRECED 38E (Table 8) 13 ik
WEEOBVEATHE, 71 VvBZEINTWET I VBHEL, 27 3 7L T 15~44% %
ED TSP TREEICLS EHT 7 VRO T ¢ 7 BYHMEICHEA T3 Wb %, FEd
L¥t om I TRABMSMEYIRZZI THWIBTH Y, MEDCFEINS N FERO7 1 /8
LN, 7VIVPHE (7 IVBE IR FREEINTVS T L R, B & 209% R
B X s0ds, TEETI %0 2D TRY, 71 BOEBEYH CORECRELZTY 1 Lk
TN FBOREM EDDTRINT & 2FEL TN 5,
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Table 8. Depth distribution of amino acid in humic acid, fulvic acid, and sediment core.

Depth | HA-AA** | FA-AA®** | HA-AA/TAA | FA-AATAA
- , i . W
(om) | (ngfg-dry sediment \ (%)
0- 10 3333 560 217 1 16.8 6.5
60- 70 2787 376 191 13.7 7.0
120-130 537 233 65 | 44.9 12.3
180-190 433 112 70 25.9 16.2
240-250 490 163 50 33.2 10.2
310-320 396 60 170 15.2 43.0
370-380 537 31 152 | 5.8 98.3
440-454 471 35 124 7.4 26.3
505-515 557 26 191 \ 4.7 34.3

*: Total amino acids, **; Amino acids in humic acid,
®k%. Amino acids in fulvie acid

7 IR I VERBROLSERICHLTY I VBOBTEIN T 3 EROEIE 2 BEI OV
THTHBE (Table 8). 7 : v HRIKEIT 5 Amino-N/HA-N DIz, FTRRT{BEIL TRBHE
EhEEIT 44~5% TH D, Rashid® 5L T 2EH269% & S, ZOEBMBAIL, D% h
REDOPETIE, 7 v BROBROELL 5+ BUREAL IO T 1 VBERTHY, RHDE
27 I BB HERL TV A BHITRE U TEEL TN DL EL NS,

—%F, FUREBBRONTIEY | /BERIHEEYRB TR L/DILMEE,5% 5, THEMNEE
Lsh s b HMERL 12, 7 FBTO7 i VBRI TESCBEIN O3 EHALKD H, 7 FERE
BT VBEBHREL TS BONSBTH 5, Rashid® iz Amino-N/FA-N DH% - 249
EBEL TWAEY, Tk~ O TRBMOEIIZIZ—KL Ts, 7UFERE, Table 3 K dRL
PRI ERIIEHL TIHO.5% L SATE ST, 20EEASIBEEBOUY ke U &R
MTH 10, TEEHTRY I VBEREDH30~40% BTk hH, HEHPTO7 I /BORL
YF— = LI S TNBT &b B,

E ¥
COBFFRIZE b, F sk — v o EHEEYRE OREE & ETLIR R U T roidn i BRER LR RS,
BHEKBBERICH L, 1o, FERF RN O RENBRFESERE—ORK  (KEEL
JLHBERSE) wxl, EL{R#BOERRLIT. 4B, COWFEO—EIZET53 £E TREREH
e HES (BRERT 364190, fAHFE, REEM) ko7,

p:a 3
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