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On the Hakodate Kombu Market in 1873, according to Seventeen
Loan Documents of the Takada Family

Keiichi O1sai*, Takeo Harapa** and Hirohiko Kirtazume*
b

Abstract

The kombu trading in 1873 is studied referring to the amounts of kombu exports and
products in 1868 to 1878. Then the seventeen bonds kept by the Takada family are
analyzed. The family is the descendant of Takadaya Kahei, who was a pioneer of kombu
trade in northern Hokkaido, but the trade was soon prohibitted by the Tokugawa Govern-
ment.

It is well known that kombu export from Ryukyu to China was suddenly came to an end
in 1873, because Meiji Government prohibitted the trade. Therefore it is supposed that
kombu export from Hakodate was affected by this prohibition. The family intended to
export kombu directly to China from Hakodate, but they could not succeed, because they
were not familiar with kombu trading. They borrowed money, about 5,000 yen, from two
Chinese merchants dwelling in Hakodate, but they could not pay it back to them. They fell
off the kombu market.

The seventeen bonds tell us the above-mentioned facts.
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Table 1. Amount exported from Hakodate according to the records of Kaitakushi®,

2nd year of Meiji (1869)
Quantity Sum of price

Ton % Yen %
Kombu 4,862.773 94.68 319,557.987 75.01
Sea cucumber 55.028 1.07 37,052.095 8.70
Abalone 106.256 2.07 37,053.409 8.70
Squid 65.224 1.27 16,643.366 3.91
Shark fin 9.505 0.185 205.789 0.05
Others (foods and non-foods) 37.124 0.72 15,484.088 3.63
Total 5,135.910 99.995 425,996.734 100.00

3rd year of Meiji (1870)
Quantity Sum of price

Ton % Yen %
Kombu 4,377.346 817.38 271,215.792 67.67
Sea cucumber 48.818 0.97 42,936.224 10.71
Abalone 72.915 1.46 44,712,987 11.16
Squid 95.843 191 18,925.731 4.72
Shark fin — — — —
Others (foods and non-foods) 414,731 8.28 22,983.098 5.73
Total - 5,009.653 100.00 400,773.832 99.99
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4th year of Meiji (1871)

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 6,008.675 95.95 332,230.089 76.54
Sea cucumber 35.219 0.56 29,107.815 6.71
Abalone 80.642 129 50,751.589 11.69
Squid 83.208 1.33 15,816.507 3.64
Shark fin - — - —
Others (foods and non-foods) 54.275 0.87 6,146.727 1.42
Total » 6,262.019 100.00 434,052.727 100.00
5th year of Meiji (1872)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 4,401.118 88.67 164,706.569 48.59
Sea cucumber 113.296 2.28 94,413.635 27.86
Abalone 91.969 1.85 38,320.473 11.31
Squid 173.099 349 28,849.842 8.51
Shark fin 0.071 0.001 30.600 0.01
Others (foods and non-foods) 184.158 3.1 12,624.837 3.72
Total 4,963.711 100.001 338,945.956 100.00
6th year of Meiji (1873)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 8,214.596 91.06 259,540.340 59.32
Sea cucumber 123.409 1.37 107,049.363 24.47
Abalone 97.806 1.08 39,400.665 9.01
Squid 76.313 0.85 12,377.027 2.83
Shark fin 0.341 0.004 153.225 0.04
Others (foods and non-foods) 508.942 5.64 19,016.565 4.35
Total 9,021.407 100.004 437,537.185 100.02
Tth year of Meiji (1874)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % ~ Yen %
Kombu 7,370.2569 88.89 152,186.088 57.41
Sea cucumber 93.072 1.12 66,300.572 25.01
Abalone 51.441 0.62 18,812.615 7.10
Squid 69.341 0.84 9,950.106 3.7
Shark fin 0.152 0.002 73.730 0.03
Others (foods and non-foods) 707.354 8.53 17,766.339 6.70
Total 8,291.619 100.002 265,089.450 100.00
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Average of the years

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 5,872.461 91.11 249,906.144 64.09
Sea cucumber 78.140 1.23 62,810.170 17.24
Abalone 83.505 1.40 38,175.290 9.83
Squid 93.823 1.62 17,093.763 4.56
Shark fin 2.517 0.048 115.836 0.03
Others (foods and non-foods) 317.764 4.63 15,670.276 4.26
Total 6,448.210 100.038 383,771.479 100.01

Table 2. Amount exported from H

akodate according to the records of the British Council®,

1st year of Meiji (1868)

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu | 5,979.4 97.18 219.050 60.77
Sea cucumber - — — —
Abalone - - - -
Squid - — — -
Shark fin - - - -
Others (foods and non-foods) 173.6 2.82 141.391 39.23
Total 6,153.0 100.00 360.441 100.00
2nd year of Meiji (1869)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 3,631.9 9747 192.521 73.09
Sea cucumber - — - -
Abalone - — - -
Squid - - - —
Shark fin - - - -
Others (foods and non-foods) 9.1 2.63 70.879 26.91
Total 3,726.0 100.00 263.400 100.00
3rd year of Meiji (1870)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 972.1 98.32 68.985 79.61
Sea cucumber — — - -
Abalone - — - —
Squid - - - —
Shark fin - - - -
Others (foods and non-foods) 16.6 1.68 17.673 20.39
Total 988.7 100.00 86.658 100.00
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4th year of Mei)i (1871)

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 4,100.3 97.42 169.853 58.25
Sea cucumber 25.6 0.61 15.235 5.22
Abalone 25.6 0.61 9.916 3.40
Squid 27.1 0.64 3.913 1.34
Shark fin - — - -
Others (foods and non-foods) 30.3 0.72 92.666 31.78
Total 4,208.9 100.00 291.583 99.99
5th year of Meiji (1872)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 6,550.5 90.78 243.870 58.52
Sea cucumber 715 0.99 53.928 12.94
Abalone 1174 1.63 47.016 11.28
Squid 269.8 3.74 47.084 11.30
Shark fin — - - -
Others (foods and non-foods) 206.4 2.86 24.819 5.96
Total 7,215.6 100.00 416.717 100.00
6th year of Meiji (1873)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu - - 324.679 59.04
Sea cucumber - - - -
Abalone - - — -
Squid - - - -
Shark fin - — - -
Others (foods and non-foods) - - 225.269 40.96
Total — - 549.948 100.00
Tth year of Meiji (1874)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 6,133.8 82.94 163.463 58.17
Sea cucumber 93.2 1.26 66.513 23.67
Abalone 60.6 0.82 20.165 7.18
Squid 69.2 0.94 9.950 3.54
Shark fin - - — -
Others (foods and non-foods) 1,038.6 14.03 20.922 745
Total 7,395.4 99.99 281.013 100.01
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8th year of Meiji (1875)

Quantity Sum of price
Ton 9% Dollar %
Kombu 6,875.4 95.62 228.454 65.20
Sea cucumber 4.4 1.03 60.881 17.37
Abalone 7.2 1.07 34.305 9.79
Squid 110.6 1.54 21.429 6.12
Shark fin — — — —
Others (foods and non-foods) 52.1 0.72 5.345 1.53
Total 7,190.5 99.98 350.414 100.01
9th year of Meiji (1876)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 15,175.7 90.86 536.937 69.11
Sea cucumber 121.1 0.73 126.710 16.31
Abalone 115.9 0.69 49.643 6.39
Squid 145.1 0.87 24.462 3.15
Shark fin 2.8 0.02 1.107 0.14
Others (foods and non-foods) 1,141.0 6.83 38.103 4.90
Total 16,701.6 100.00 776.962 100.00
10th year of Meiji (1877)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 9,562.9 97.00 330.990 80.40
Sea cucumber 93.1 0.94 29.345 7.13
Abalone 45.3 0.46 20.720 5.03
Squid 1574 1.60 30.600 743
Shark fin — — - -
Others (foods and non-foods) - - - -
Total 9,858.7 100.00 411.655 99.99
Average of the years
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Dollar %
Kombu 6,553.6 94.18 317.880 66.22
Sea cucumber 79.8 0.93 58.769 13.77
Abalone 73.7 0.88 30.294 7.18
Squid 129.9 1.56 22.906 5.48
Shark fin 2.8 0.02 1.107 0.14
Others (foods and non-foods) 344.1 4.02 70.785 19.90
Total 7,183.9 ; 101.59 501.741 112.69
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Table 3. Amount exported from Ryukyu?®,
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1st year of Meiji (1868)

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 121.2 88.60 - -
Sea cucumber 3.3 2.41 — -
Abalone — - — —
Squid 5.3 3.87 — -
Shark fin 3.2 2.34 — —
Others (foods and non-foods) 3.8 2.78 - -
Total 136.8 100.00 — -
2nd year of Mei)i (1869)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 117.6 76.07 - -
Sea cucumber 9.6 6.21 - —
Abalone — — — —
Squid 5.7 3.69 - -
Shark fin 16.8 10.87 — —
Others (foods and non-foods) 4.9 3.17 - -
Total 154.6 100.01 - —
3rd year of Meiji (1870)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 180.0 79.51 — -
Sea cucumber 12.0 5.30 — -
Abalone - — — -
Squid 7.8 3.45 — -
Shark fin 19.2 8.48 — -
Others (foods and non-foeds) 74 3.27 — -
Total 226.4 100.01 — -
4th year of Meiji (1871)
Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu - - - -
Sea cucumber - - - -
Abalone — - — -
Squid - - - -
Shark fin — — - -

Others (foods and non-foods)

Total
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5th year of Meiji (1872)

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 61.8 83.40 — -
Sea cucumber 2.4 3.24 — -
Abalone - — - -
Squid 2.6 3.51 - -
Shark fin 48 6.48 — -
Others (foods and non-foods) 2.5 3.37 - -
Total 74.1 100.00 — -

6th year of Meiji (1873)

Quantity Sum of price’
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 60.0 82.76 — -
Sea cucumber 2.4 3.31 — -
Abalone - - - -
Squid 34 4.69 - -
Shark fin 42 5.79 - —
Others (foods and non-foods) 2.5 3.45 - -
Total 72.5 100.00 — -

Average of the years

Quantity Sum of price
Ton % Yen %
Kombu 108.12 81.37 — -
Sea cucumber 5.94 447 — -
Abalone — — — —
Squid 4.96 3.73 — -
Shark fin 9.64 7.25 - -
Others (foods and non-foods) 4.22 3.18 - -
Total 132.88 100.00 - -
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Table 4. Kombu exports from Hakodate according to the records of KaitakushiV.

Year of Meiji AD Quantity (Ton) Yen Yen,Ton
1st 1868 - - -
2 nd 1869 4,862.8 319,558 65.71
3rd 1870 4,377.3 271,216 61.96
4th 1871 6,008.7 332,230 55.29
5 th 1872 4,401.1 164,707 37.42
6 th 1873 8,214.6 259,540 31.59
7 th 1874 7,370.3 152,186 20.65
8th 1875 - - -
9 th 1876 - - —
10 th 1877 - - -
Total 35,234.8 1,499,437 272.62
Average 5,872.47 249,906.2 45.44

Table 5. Kombu exports from Hakodate according to the records of the British Council?.

Year of Meiji AD Quantity (Ton) Yen Yen,Ton
1st 1868 5,979.4 219,050 36.63
2nd 1869 3,631.9 192,521 53.01
3rd 1870 972.1 68,985 70.96
4th 1871 4,100.3 169,853 41.42
5 th 1872 6,550.5 243,870 37.23
6 th 1873 - 324,679 -
7th 1874 6,133.8 163,463 26.65
8 th 1875 6,875.4 228,454 33.23
9th 1876 15,175.7 536,937 35.38

10 th 1877 9,562.9 330,990 34.61
Total 58,982.0 2,478,802 369.12
Average 6,553.66 247,880.2 41.01

Table 6. The production of

Kombu in Japan according to the records of Kombu Taikan®,

Year of Meiji AD Quantity (Ton) Yen Yen, Ton
1st 1868 - - —
2 nd 1869 - - —
3rd 1870 5,193.2 143,695 27.67
4 th 1871 4,225.7 120,319 28.47
5th 1872 13,437.8 360,020 26.79
6 th 1873 13,299.5 344,019 25.87
7 th 1874 10,910.4 213,328 19.55
8th 1875 10,245.6 213,605 20.85
9th 1876 14,580.0 288,966 19.82
10 th 1877 13,305.5 289,051 21.72
Total 85,197.7 1,973,003 190.74
Average 10,649.71 246,625.4 23.84
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