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Westward Inflow of the Coastal Oyashio Water
into the Tsugaru Strait

Kiyotaka OnTANT*

Abstract

The mean sea level of the Japan Sea is higher than that of the Pacific Ocean around the
Tsugaru Strait. Accordingly, a major part of volume transport of the Tsushima Warm
Current, a current which originates from the East China Sea and flows along the northwest
coast of Honshu island, flows into the Tsugaru Strait in the direction of the Pacific Ocean and
is known as the Tsugaru Warm Current. Seasonal variations in the sea level along the coast
of Japan Sea is great, thus the mean sea level difference between both sides of the strait is
large in autumn (35 cm) and small in early spring (16 cm). However, the tidal range of the
Pacific Ocean is in excess of 100 cm while that of the Japan Sea is below 22 cm, therefore a
westward flow through the strait is usually generated for only a short period of higher high
tide during the diurnal inequality in the low mean sea level season.

In 1984, however, the Coastal Oyashio Water flowing from the Okohtsk Sea along the
Pacific coast of Hokkaido island arrived at the northwestern part of the Tsugaru Strait from
February to June. The Coastal Oyashio Water is extremely cold and is less saline because
it is comprised of melted drift ice which has flowed through the southern passes of the Kuril
Islands chain. Thus, the sea temperature at Shiriuchi dropped extraordinarily and this low
temperature condition continued throghout spring. This change in the sea condition
influenced the production of algae and fishery production.

An anomalistic westward inflow of the Coastal Oyashio Water into the Tsugaru Strait
in 1984 is attributed to the lowering of the mean sea level of the Japan Sea which consequent-
ly resulted in the reduction of water column of the Tsushima Warm Current due to unusual
winter cooling.
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Fig. 1. Vertical Profiles of temperature and
horizontal distribution of temperature at
the depth of 30 m in the Tsugaru Straits.
The area lower than 3°C indicates the
Coastal Oyashio Water, and higher than
6°C indicates the Tsugaru Warm Current.

RERBKORA

BB © B S B A R T A A
1 &R E OB OEND, RAFA
BHTHEELLRTWT, KPEOKITIGHE
HoodugERELRL HHEIFORIC, #ik
RSO A HHE & LR X il
haoitBbhTuwis,

KA LD XEMOERM L B & OBREY A
B, 198445 B EEIF O Y5 H BRI %
Tote, FOBRIIBLRIZEFT IO,
B iREBEK (Kav?) KRiLtEERET
DIZELRALTWBZ ERRBDLR, 2D
YO REKPEEGETHAL TS Z &,
HEERESSE L 1943 F 4 A 2~3 BIZfIH T
EHEEMCERLT, 1E35~100KE
KB LR LFIRINTVEH, *
D% 1947 F 5 1957 Fichtc - T, REIE
HEER OB ECEA < B LSRR
REFEIhTwiWD,

M 2 e BRHk ORI L RT, kT
AT AL E E IR &M KRB
2By, 1971 ELFREROKBHRBRAULT -
Twb, LERAHC L ANRESZL T,
BEEFMCRBEE»HLEEETCKRRIREALY

—210—



KA

42N+
PACIFIC

Fig. 2. Topography of the Tsugaru Strait.
SR : Shiriuchi, MH : Moheji, FS: Fuku-
shima,

157 1984 SIRIUCHI -7M
| —mLTEmR
— RUI\1I.MEAN 14DS.

of 977-83

ol o . [s] ® O L el ® O ® O ® O .,

G I I R B R

1985

{ """ TEN-DAY MEAN SST.
1947,4-1957,3

W
MONTH

O & 0 & O e O @ O e O e O & ¢

1 e .0

Vi Y2 V3 v Vg Y% W1

Fig. 3. Yearly changes of daily minimum temperature at Shiriuchi.
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Date (JST) : 1983. 5. 10 Date (JST) : 1984. 5. 2
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Photograph. NOAA-8 stellite images 1317 JST 10 May 1983 and 0729 JST 20 May 1984
showing the Oyashio (white area), the Kroshio Warm Ring (black) and the Tsugaru Warm
Current (thin black). In 1984, the Tsugaru Warm Current along the coast of Hokkaido in
the Tsugaru Strait and along the east coast of Honshu is covered by the Coastal Oyashio
Water.
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Fig. 4. Longterm averaged monthly mean sea level at the tidal stations along the Japan Sea
coast and the Pacific around the Tsugaru Straits.
FK: Fukaura, OG: Oga, WN: Wakkanai, MN : Muroran, UK : Urakawa, TK : Tokachi,
HS: Hanasaki, HH : Hachinohe
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Fig. 5. Year to year changes of monthly mean sea kodate minus Muroran. Broken
level of Fukaura and Muroran, and differences line indicates difference of monthly
of sea level of Fukaura minus Muroran, and sea level of Hakodate minus Muror-
Hakodate minus Muroran. an in 1984. Deviations in 1984

from longterm mean are shown in
lower.
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Fig. 7. Tidal curves of Fukaura and Hakodate, difference of the tidal height between them,
and temperature at Shiriuchi. Arrows indicate relative tidal excursion calculated from the
tidal height differences. The periods below 3°C indicate inflow of the Coastal Oyashio
Water.
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Fig. 11. Total hours below 4°C and 3°C at Fig. 12. Biomass of Makonbu (Laminalia
Shiriuchi. Solid line indicates fishery Japonica) at Fukushima.

production of sea urchin at Moheji.
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