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University Mathematics Teacher’s Attitudes

about the Improvement of Teaching

— a Survey by the Mathematical Society of Japan

)**
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YFaculty of Science, Gakusyuuin Universizaculty of Sciencéyoto Sangyo University
3Center for Research and Development in Higer Education, Hokkaido University,
“Faculty of Science and Technology, Ritsumeikan Univer@gculty of Education and Regional Sciences, Fukui University

Abstract— Because of the change of students’ mentality and deterioration of the capacity to study, the
education in universities, especially for freshmen, has become less effective. It seems to make teachers
pay more attention about education. What is the attitudes of mathematics teachers in Japanese univer-
sities about these problems? In an inquiry, we asked them, “(A) Are you trying to do something to
improve your teaching? (B) What do you think about the improvement of teaching and the teaching
methods?”. We got about 160 responses from all over Japan and here are a wide variety of responses.
The responses to the question (A) are classified into 7 groups: (1) cooperation with colleagues, (2)
cooperation with people other than colleagues, (3) improvement by watching students’ reactions, (4)
improvement of the design of courses, (5) individual efforts, (6) embarrassment for watching or being
watched classes and (7) others. The responses to the question (B) are also classified into 7 groups: (1)
students’ mentality, (2) problems of systems, (3) necessity to change teachers’ attitudes and to improve
teachings, (4) self-assessment of teachings, (5) problems about improving teachings, (6) institutional
assessment of teaching and (7) others. We conclude, as a whole, that the teachers began to know the
problems and are making more efforts individually. (In this inquiry we did not ask them about asys-
tematic improvements of institutions but about their individual ones.)
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