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TONAI Yuzuru, HARA Shoichiro, KATO Satsuki, UEDA Seiji, YUKI Kenji, GOTO Haruyoshi
Report of the 2" expedition to overseas libraries and information networks by the Special Interest
Group for Information Resource Sharing, Japan Consortium for Area Studies

Abstract: The Special Interest Group for Area Studies Resource Sharing was formed in 2004 under the
auspices of the Japan Consortium for Area Studies. In November 2006, the group conducted its 2nd over-
seas survey by visiting a number of organizations in the United States that support academic library net-
works such as OCLC and CRL. There are a variety of non-profit academic library networks in the United
States such as OCLC, CRL, ARL, etc. each playing a different and important role. The organizations are
developed through partnerships, libraries cannot join automatically. The authors believe that it might be
beneficial for Japanese organizations to develop similar organizations based on partnerships in order to
improve resource sharing.

Keywords: Special Interest Group for Information Resource Sharing / Japan Consortium for Area Studies
/ resource sharing / library cooperation / research libraries / Area Studies / OCLC / Center for
Research Libraries / CRL / US National Archives and Record Administration / NARA, / Association of
Research Libraries / ARL / California Digital Library / CDL
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