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It (Reinecke Fuchs) is really a very remarkable piece. In it the ZEsopean fable received a develo-
pment which was in several respects quite original. We have here no short and unconnected stories.
Materials, partly borrowed from older apologues, but in a much greater proportion new, are worked up
into one long and systematic tale, so as to form what has been quaintly called an animal-romance. The
moral, so prominent in the fable proper, shrinks so far into the background, that the work might be
considered as a mere allegory. Indeed, while the suspicion of its having contained personal satires has
been convincingly set aside, some writers deny even the design to represent human conduct at all; and
we can scarcely get nearer to its signification than by regarding it as being, in a general way, what
Carlyle has called “a parody of human life.”
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Plot-interest is the life and soul of the epic, of whatever country or time. A nparrative of stirring tra-
nsactions, with hairbreadth ’scapes, and moving incidents by fire or flood, full of breathless interest and
painful suspense, with trials and difficulties getting thicker and thicker around the path of hero and
heroine, to be triumphantly and marvellously dispersed in the end ——these are the magician’s materials
for engrossing minds young and old, and for converting sober reality into a fairyland of day-dreams.
The wide variety of this species of literature, and the changes that it has undergone between Hormer
and Virgil, and downward through medieval romance to the novels of the. day, would require an elabo-

rate delineation, which has been repeadedly attempted in the more lengthened works on the history of
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literature. The greatest and most important peculiarity in the recent course of such productions, is

the endeavour to make what is exciting in plot and character coincide more and more with what is

real in life.
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