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Pelopidas took the lead in the plans now formed for the liberation of his country, and was the heart
and soul of the enterprise. Rebuked by his friends on account of his carelessness, he replied that

money was certainly useful to such as were lame and blind. (W. Smith)

Pelopidas was of noble birth, inherited an ample fortune, and enlarged his connections by an hono-
urable marriage.  He was wholly possessed with an ardent desire of action and glory, concious of
abilities equal to the loftiness of his aims, and valued the advantages of his rank and wealth only as

they might be subservient to a generous ambition, in which his own elevation was not distinguished
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from his country’s greatness. (C. Thirlwall)
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And when his friends admonished him, that money which he neglected was a very necessary thing ; It
is necessary indeed, said he, for Nicodemus there, pointing to a man that-was lame and blind.
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That the Lacedeemonians should at the same time condemn Phcebidas and retain the Kadmeia —has
been noted as a gross contradiction. Nevertheless we ought no to forget, that had they evacuated the
Kadmeia, the party of Leontiadés at Thebes, which had compromised itself for Sparta as well as for its
own aggrandisement, would have been irretrievably sacrificed. The like excuse, if excuse i‘; be, cannot
be urged in respect to their treatment of Ismenias; whom they put upon his trial at Thebes, before a
court consisting of three Lacedzemonian commissioners, and one from cach allied city. «e-ee-e But there is
something peculiarly revolting in the prostitution of judicial solemnity and Pan-Hellenic pretence, which

the Lacedeemonians here committed. They could have no possible right to try Ismenias as a criminal at
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The love of pleasure was always strong in him, but never predominant; even in his earlier years it
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seems to have been subordinate to the desire of notoriety and applause, which gradually ripened into
a more manly ambition. But his vanity was coupled with an overweening pride, which displayed itself
in a contemptuous disregard for the rights and feelings of others; and often broke through all restraints

both of justice and prudence.

They offered their instructions to all who, possessing a sufficient capacity, regarded the pursuit of
fame, wealth, and power as the great business of life; and undertook to furnish them with the means
of acquiring that ascendancy over the minds of men, which is readily yielded to superior wisdom and
virtue, by the simple force of words. As according to their view there was no real difference between
truth and falsehood, right and wrong, the proper learning of a statesman consisted in the arts of argu-
ment and persuasion by which he might sway the opinions of others on every subject at his pleasure;

and these were the arts which they practised and taught.
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Relieved, substantially though not in strict form, from the penalties of exile, Alkibiadés was thus

launched ‘in a new career. After having first played the game of Athens against Sparta, next that of
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Sparta against Athens, thirdly that of Tissaphernés against both—he now professed to take up again
the promotion of Athens interests. In reality, however, he was, and had always been, playing his own

game, or obeying his own self-interest, ambition, or antipathy.

Antiphon, about to employ this anti-popular force in one systematic scheme and for the accomplish-
ment of a predetermined purpose, keeps still within the same ostensible constitutional limits. He raises
no open mutiny ; he maintains inviolate the cardinal point of Athenian political morality—respect to the
decision of the senate and political assembly, as well as to constitutional maxims. But he knows well
that the value of these meetings, as political securities, depends upon entire freedom ‘of speech; and
that if that freedom be suppressed, the assembly itself becomes a nullity—or rather an instrument of
positive imposture and mischief. Accordingly he causes all the popular orators to be successively
assassinated, so that no man dares to open his mouth on that side; while on the other hand, the anti-
popular speakers are all loud and confident, cheering one another on, and seeming to represent all the
feeling of the persons present. By thus silencing each individual leader, and intimidating every -opponent
from standing forward as spokesman, he extorts the formal sanction of the assembly and the senate to
measures which the large majority of the citizens detest. That majority however are bound by their
own constitutional forms. «-eeee Antiphon thus finds means to employ the constitutional sentiment of
Athens as a means of killing the constitution; the mere empty form, after its vital and protective

efficacy has been abstracted, remains simply as a cheat to paralyse individual patriotism.
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He kept a strict eye upon the city of Orchomenus, which had adopted the Spartan interest, and
received two companies of foot for its defence, and watched for an opportunity to make himself master of
it. Being informed that the garrison were gone upon an expedition into Locris, he hoped to take the
town with ease, now it was destitute of soldiers, and therefore hastened thither with the sacred band,
and a small party of horse. But finding, when he was near the town, that other troops were coming
from Sparta to supply the place of those that were marched out, he led his forces back again by
Tegyrae, along the sides of the mountains, which was the only way he could pass: for all the flat
country was overflowed by the river Melas, which, from its very source, spreading itself into marshes,
and navigable pieces of water, made the lower roads impracticable.

The Thebans then retreating from Orchomenus towards Tegyrz, the Lacedemonians who were
returning from Locris met them on the road. As soon as they were perceived to be passing the straits,
one ran and told Pelopidas, We are fallen into the enemy’s hands. And, why not they, said he, into ours?
At the same time he ordered the cavarly to advance from the rear to the front, that they might be
ready for attack: and the infantry, who were but three hundred, he drew up in a close body; hoping
that wherever they charged, they would break through the enemy, though superior in numbers.

The Spartans had two battalions. Ephoras says, their battalion consisted of five hundred men, but
Callisthenes makes it seven hundred, and Polybius and others, nine hundred: Their Polemarchs, Gorgoleon
and Theopompus, pushed boldly on against the Thebans. The shock began in the quarter where the
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generals fought in person on both sides, and was very violent and furious. The Spartan commanders,
who attacked Pelopidas, were among the first that were slain; and all that were near them being either
killed or put to flight, the whole army was so terrified, that they opened a lane for the Thebans,
through which they might have passed safely, and continued their route il they had pleased. But
Pelopidas disdaining to make his escape so, charged those who yet stood their ground, and made such
havoc among them, that they fled in great confusion. The pursuit was not continued very far, for the
Thebans were afraid of the Orchomenians who were near the place of battle, and of the forces just
arrived from Lacedeemon. They were satisfied with beating them in fair combat, and making their

retreat through a dispersed and defeated army.
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But though we would not neglect the moral and
religious side of the subject, there are some others
which it will be fit to notice, and which Xenophon

appears studiously to have kept out of sight.
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