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The main cause of this difference between the products of an undisciplined and those of a cultivated mind lies in the
absence from the one and the presence in the other of a leading thought, a central idea, around which facts group
themselves in accordance with their relative value and pertinence. This leading thought gives Unity to that which
would otherwise be a meaningless Variety. . ‘
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SRV QP ( The principle of Unity in design conjoined with manifold Variety in methods )| VU 5 O R0 4 v
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- The novelist is not under the same limitations of time, nor has he to contend against the same mental impatience on
the part of his public. He may therefore linger where the dramatist must hurry ; he may digress, and gain fresh im-
petus from the digression, where the dramatist would seriously endanger the effect of his scene by retarding its
evolution,.A The novelist with a prudent prodigality may employ descri;;tions, dialogues, and episodes, which would be
fatal in a drama. Characters may be introduced and dismissed without having any important connection with plot ; it
is enough‘ if théy serve the purpose of the chapter in which théy appear. Although as a matter of fine art no charac-
ter should have a place in a novel unless it form an integral element of the story, and no episode should be introduced
unless it reflects some strong light on-the characters or incidents, this is a critical demand which'only fine artists think

R

113 —



BERUH<Y-
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In Antithesis, again, we may rocognize the same general truth. The opposition of two thoughts that are the re-
verse of each other in some prominent trait, insures an impressive effect ; and does this by giving a momentary re-
* laxation to the faculties addressed. °If, after a series of images of an ordinary character, appealing in a moderate de-
gree to the sentiment of reverence, or approbation, or beauty, the mind has presented to it a very insignificant, a
very unworthy, or a very ugly image ; the faculty of reverence, or approbation, or beauty, as the case may be, having
for the time nothing to do, tends to resume its full power : and will immediately afterwards appreciate a vast, admir-
ablei, or beaufiful image better than it would otherwise do. Conversely, where the idea of absurdity due to extreme
insignificance:is to be produced, it may be greatly intensified by placing it after somethihg highly impressive ; especial-
ly if the form of phrase implies that something still more impressive is coming.
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Description presents a picture of a combination of parts or objects, without reference to.time ; but narration pre-
sents a series of events in the order of time, or with special reference to time. (S. Kerl)

Narration is the presentation to the mind of .vmnm of a successive whole. Its theme is a series of related events
occurring in time. ~ Language, being itself related to time as a succession of signs, is particularly adapted to narration.
(D. ]. Hill) :
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If the sole aim of a novel were to tell a story, Trollope would be right in saying that there should be no “episodes”
in it ; but the story.is only a small part of some great novels.. . Compare “Henry Esmond” with “Les Trois Mous-
quetaires”. In “Les Trois Mousquetaires”, Dumas never drops the thread of his story. In “Henry Esmond”, Thack-
eray drops his thread very often ; but he does so in order to make observation on life, — ocwn?maosw that some-
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times have not a_very close.connectioon with either the main incidents or the E.So_vm_ characters, but that are to
some readers more interesting than the :mﬂ.wﬂ:\o itself. . Dumas,. as .H:mnwonmw would have been the first to admit, is
the better story teller:; but \E_moxonm% in Eam:._ma of many, is the greater novelist.
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There should be no episodes in w novel. Every sentence, every word, Enozmr all EOmm vmmmm. mcos_m tend to %o
telling of the story. Such episodes distract the attention of the nmmamﬁ and always do so &mmmnmmm&? ......... sevees
Though the novel which you have to write must be long, let it be all one. ~And this exclusion of episodes should be
carried down into the smallest details. . Every sentence and every word used should tend to the telling of the story.
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