.
ol

“‘:%T HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY

<L

Title ggoooobooboboo.ooboobbobboo
Author(s) 00,0
Citation 0oooooooog,45@),1-35
Issue Date 1997-03-28
Doc URL http://hdl.handle.net/2115/33680
Type bulletin (article)

File Information

45(3)_PL1-35.pdf

°

Instructions for use

Hokkaido University Collection of Scholarly and Academic Papers : HUSCAP



https://eprints.lib.hokudai.ac.jp/dspace/about.en.jsp

AERICEERICEE 45-3  (1997)

Aristotle’s Essentialism
— Essence as a source of the necessity —

Kei Chiba

Aristotelian essence is expressed by two Greek phrases i.e. 76 7¢
éore and 70 i ?7:: slvar (abbreviated by TEE). As it is said that “zo =7
eore in the sense of 70 77 ’7’\71/ elvar ”(430h28), but not vice versa, 7o 7z 7?71/
elvan expresses a limited sense of 70 7i eori. To =i eori is used
intercategorically, in so far as it offers the answer to “What is it?”
question. Furthermore, as 70 77 eo77 is used in the idiomatic phrase of
“ra v 1@ i éomt xatyyopoiusva (the items predicated in what some-
thing is)” (82b39), 70 7{ eo7i can be analyzed and articulated by its
components. On the other hands, 7o z¢ % elvae which is not subjected
to any articulation is employed to express essence as the ultimate element
i.e. Aristotelian form so as to unify other components which are regard-
ed, in effect, as pieces of Aristotelian matter. Both can signify the same
in the sense that while 76 77 eozi stands for the unified whole, 70 z¢ 7?71/
elvar stands for the cause of that whole. (Where the distinction is
needed, I note (TEE) along with the word “essence” to stand for the
essence in the sense of 76 77 ;’}v elvae )

In Metaphysics Z and H, Aristotle investigates essence (TEE) which
is the alleged candidate of the substance in terms of “cause of being”.
(1043a2) In Z4-6, Aristotle conceptually analyses what essence (TEE) is

from the general or formal view point of “how we should express”,
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without committing to any specific entity. The fact that Aristotelian
form and matter do not appear in these chapters at all shows that as a
preliminary consideration for how essence actually stands or what kind of
entity is entitled to be essence, it is indiSpeﬁsabIe what kind of conditions
should be met, in general, in order for Sorﬁething to claim it to be essence.
Aristotle contrasts this method by calling “)loymc:)d” with the method of
natural investigation into cause which is called “govcn;c;zo‘”. Essence of,
for instance, “you” is called “being you” from the formal point of view.
(1029b14) Although this is a vacuous expression, any entity which meets
the conditions of essence should be said “to be something”. The relation
between thing and its essence is expressed by employing the “per se” i.e
“in virtue of itself” connection. Thus, “essence (TEE) of a thing is what
it is said to be in virtue of itself”.(1029b14) In A18 where five senses of
per se are listed, the relevant example of the per se concerning essence is
said that “First, per se applies to the essence (TEE) of each thing.e.g.
Callias is in virtue of himself Callias and (i.e.) the essence of Callias.”
(1022a26) - This passage together with the Z4 passage shows that this type
of per se locution is employed to express a particular substance like
“Callias” and “You”. I take it that this tautological utterance is made in
the context of reference rather than predication. At least, It conveys the
case that tautology in the per se connection concerning Callias implies
expressing his essence. The per se here expresses the incapability of
severing Callias from to be Callias.

This understanding will be confirmed by considering a passage of
Posterior Amalytics A4 where there is another list of per se connection.
The per se connection in A4 corresponding to the one concerning the
essence in Al8 shows that particular substance like Callias which is
referred by “this” is at issue. - Aristotle says “Per se is, moreover, what

is not said of some other underlying subject. For instance, what is
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walking is walking by being different, while a substance i.e. whatever
signifies some “this” is just what it is without being something else.”(73b5)
The per se connection corresponding to the relevant one in Al8 is here
explained by thing’s impossibility of being said of other thing. The
reason why particular substance is not said of other thing is that its
essence makes the substance as it is, without making the particular
substance recourse to any other thing than itself. Namely, substance
which is referred by “this” is its essence in virtue of itself i.e. without
being something else. Logikos i.e. from the view point of conceptual
analysis, essence whatever it is, must be said in this way.

This way of expression gives some constraints on how essence
actually is. First, this way of per se locution differs from Plato’s one
which only applies to Ideas. Plato’s Idea subsists in virtue of itself, quite
independent of a particular thing which can exist by partaking the idea as
its essence. This separateness of thing and its idea is rejected by
Aristotelian concept of per se. Second,given essence establishes particu-
lar substance’s identity by its being inseparable from the substance,
referring to a substance is also referring to its indwelling essence too.
The reference is double due to the per se connection between say, Callias
and his essence. Due to the double reference, Aristotle warns us that
“We must not fail to notice that sometimes it is not clear whether a name
signifies the composite substance, or the actuality or form.”(1043a29)
Thus, anything which claims to be essence must meet these per se
conditions such as inseparability condition and double reference condi-
tion.

Furthermore, in Z4-6 Aristotle examines how definition which is
supposed to make essence clear should be expressed, too. - It is formally
argued from the view point of language how explanatory account Adyog¢

on the basis of which definition is given should correspond to reality.
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Explanatory account becomes a definition if and only if it becomes the
account of “something unified”.(1030b9) That is, unless thing has a unity,
explanatory account, however it is manipulated, cannot be a definition
which signifies the unity. Essence, therefore, is the explanatorily basic
element which unifies the material components of the relevant thing.
Thus, the another condition of essence is whatever claim to be essence
must be the unifying principle of the thing explained.

Aristotle claims that his form meets these conditions for essence.
In Z7 onwards, Aristotle tries to confirm this by employing his hylomor-
phism. Aristotle calls this approach “ngmc:;g-” which is mainly based on
Analytic’s demonstrative method. The gist of this method is to discern
explanatorily prior element in nature from posterior one in the explana-
tion of the cause of thing’s becoming and being, so as to look for the
explanatory bedrock on the basis of which thing is ultimately explained.
I call this method “explanatory approach”. In Z17, inquiry into the cause
of sensible substance taken as universal is carried out by initially
articulating the item of inquiry by the instruction of Analytic model. As
the inquiry into thunder is articulated into the form of question “Why
does noise belong to cloud?”, sensible substance is articulated into “Why
does such and such matter belong to the composite?”. = As an illustration,
inquiry into house is articulated into “Why do these bricks and stones
belong to the house?” The answer in this case is the final cause of
“covering” which is explanatorily bedrock. Thus, on the basils of his
explanatory approach, Aristotle introduces his form which is identified
with final as the best candidate of essence.

It seems that the characteristics of Aristotelian form which makes
it to be the most appropriate for essence is its unified wholeness. In Z3,
Aristotle introduces his form as the shape uopé# of something concrete,

as it were, from an external perspective of visibility‘(1029a3, cf.640b30)
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The visible shape of a whole thing may be no more than an illustration of
form. But this conveys that the most understandable mode of form’s
being is a visible shape of one and the whole thing. The relationship
between form and unified whole are expressed in the following way that
“That which is a whole 61ov and has a certain shape and form is one in
a still higher degree.”(1052a22, c£.1016b11, 1023a34) We grasp the accom-
plished whole at first by its shape. Where a unified whole of a thing
which is grasped through its shape consists, it is understood that its form
exists. Form, by being itself one, is the ground of being for a unified
whole. This characteristic of form is realized at the end of becoming as
the actuality of the final matter. In the biological items of becoming, it
wouldn’t be odd at all that form is teleologically understood as the most

basic entity i.e. essence (TEE).
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