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The Influence of Honorific and Polite Expressions on the Grammaticality
of Complex Sentences Containing Benefactive Auxiliaries in Japanese.
—Focusing on Expressions of Thanks Using kudasaru or itadaku

YAMAGUCHI Mariko

abstract This paper analyses complex sentences consisting of an initial clause includ-
ing a benefactive auxiliary verb and a second clause including an expression of
thanks. The study focuses in particular on sentences using kudasaru or itadaku.

Complex sentences of this kind show grammatical constraints as illustrated
by oshiete (*moratte/kurete) arigatoo. However, if the verb morau is changed to the
object-honorific itadaku, the whole sentence is rendered as oshiete itadaite arigatoo
gozaimasu. This kind of expression sounds natural and is in common use, appearing
even in Japanese textbooks.

Based on the above facts, the paper examines how the usage of honorific
and polite expressions affects the grammaticality of sentences containing benefac-
tive auxiliary verbs. First, the paper investigates prior research related to te-form con-
junctive sentences expressing appreciation. Second, the paper suggests three possi-
ble factors which affect grammaticality, based on analysis of acceptance criteria for
the expressions *V/-te moratte arigatoo and V-te itadaite arigatoo gozaimasu. Finally,
the paper concludes that honorific and polite expressions affect the acceptability of
sentences through cancelling the inherent directionality of benefactive expressions.
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15) When you want to express gratitude to someone and if you want to refer

specifically to the action you are grateful for in doing so, you can use the

te-form+< N TH Y& .

verb te-form+ { AL TH Y AH3& 9 Thank you for doing -

FlEOTNTH YLD,
Thank you for helping me out.
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If you are thanking someone who needs to be talked to with the honorif-
ic language, such as when you and the person are not close or when the

person ranks higher than you in any of the social hierarchies, you should

say ‘te-form+ < I -THYVBELH>TI0F LA

HERZENTLLEE>THYIVBEHI TS F LT,
Thank you for writing a letter of recommendation for me.
(p. 141)
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