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Abstract

Pacific white-sided dolphins (PWS) are the most frequently observed cetacean in the

Tsugaru Strait. In this study, the data of sighting survey conducted from ferry vessels

between Hakodate and Aomori from May 2003 to February 2006 was analyzed.

Seasonal and geographical distributions of PWS in the strait were discussed. Four areas

in the strait were defined according to the latitude, and the number of observations and

encounter rate of PWS in each area was calculated monthly for the investigation of the



difference of the distribution. The results indicated that PWS were frequently appeared

only from April to June. The encounter rates in the southern 3 areas were peaked in

May, and then declined in June. It suggests that they appeared frequently in spring in

the strait, and appeared occasionally in the other seasons, and most of the PWS stayed

once around the mouth or inside of the Mutsu bay, and then moved to Pacific Ocean

following the Tsugaru warm current.
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