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The effect of warning stimulus on saccadic eye
movement in children

Tatsuo Hatta, Junko Fukushima*

, and Yoshiko Terakado**

Summary

We examined the effect of warning signals on visually guided saccade task in 12normal

children (7-10 years old) and 5 adult controls (20 —38 years old).

The warning signal was given

by a buzzertone 300msec or 600msec before the visual target was presented. There was no
significant difference in amplitude and peak velocity of saccades of children with or without the

warning signal.

The latencies of visually guided saccades with the warning signal were

significantly shorter than those without the warning signal, and they reached adult’s level.
These results suggest that the warning signal given by auditory stimulation improved children’
s attention and that the resulting change in "motor set” decreased latencies of visually guided

saccades in children.
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