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Stresses of a Curved Girder analyzed by the
Folded Plate Theory

Jin YosumMmura  Noriyoshi Nirasawa

Abstract

At the present, curved bridges are generally analyzed using the elementary curved
beam theory. The most important assumption underlying this theory is that the cross
sections are not distorted transversely. Such an analysis may be inaccurate in some
cases. The folded plate analysis, however, allows for cross-sectional distortions, hence
the structural behavior can be interpreted more accurately.

In most cases, curved bridges can be considered as assemblies of cvrved plate, each
of which is in general a segment of a conical frustum, Fig. 1. In this paper, a curved
girder consisting of circular ring plates and cylindrical shells was treated as folded plate
structure.

A numerical example is shown. The deflections, longitudinal stresses, bending mo-
ments of the curved girder were analyzed for six different acting points of a concentrated
load. And a comparison is made with the stresses of a straight girder.
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Fig. 1. simple folded plate structures and their constituent elements
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