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The Formation of High-Class Brand Rice Production Area and Functions of
Farmers' Cooperatives in North East China: Case Study of Wuchang City,
Heilongjiang Provincell

O

Hong PARK, Hitoshi AOYAGI, Yinghua LI, Xiangyu GUO and Jinnu ZHANGO
O
a Summary[]

0 O North East China has attracted attention as it has become one of the few leading production areas of ja-
ponica rice. However, because of the expansion of rice production and the inadequate commaodity flow sys-
tem, there has been severe over-production since the production peak of 2003. It resulted in fierce competi-
tion among production areas there. Since then, there has been focus on product branding with variety,
growing techniques, and marketing improvement etc. [

0 O This study focuses on understanding the reasons behind the formation of the high-class brand rice pro-
duction area in Wuchang City, Heilongjiang Province, which is famous for rice production in the past. In
terms of marketing, independent rice polishing enterprises differentiated from the Food Bureau. Recently the
farmers[ specialized cooperative has taken up the main responsibility of product branding. The foundation of
the production area has two characteristics. The first one is that since many Korean farmers in this area go to
their home country (Korea) to work, more and more of their land is lent to other farmers, resulting in a for-
mation of large scale farming. The second one is that the quality of rice has spread with an improvement in
variety and an improvement of organic rice production.
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