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THE INFERENCE USED WITH CONJUNCTION
“DAKEDO” AND ITS DEVELOPMENT

Makiko Naka

“Dakedo” is a conjunction which is used to connect the premise and its implication.
The purpose of this study is to investigate the kind of implications derived from a
premise through the conjunction “dakedo”, and the developmental change in its use.
Students in 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th grades, and university undergraduates participated in the
study. In the first investigation, they were asked to fill the blanks after the premise+
“dakedo”, In the second, they were asked to rate the use of “dakedo” if it was used
properly in a sentence. The results showed that implications were made from the
premise by logical conversion, pragmatic inference, analogical inference, and referring
to the premise. Also, the results showed that the use of “dakedo” developed differently,
that is, the use of "dakedo” with pragmatic inference and reference was acquired through
elementary school, but the use of “dakedo” with logical conversion and analogical inference
took more time to be acquired until the university level.

Key words : implications, inferences (logical, pragmatic, analogical), conjunctions,

development (language acquisition)
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