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Using normal dolls in children’s event reporting:
Reporting other people’s actions.

Hokkaido University UEMIYA, A1
Hokkaido University NAKA, Makiko
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Abstract

We examined the effect of using dolls in children's report of other people's actions. Twenty-six
preschool children participated in the experiment. Children watched five short stories. The
stories contained, (1)actions, (2) spatial information, (3)touch of the body parts, (4)transference of
objects. Children were asked to report about the story in two conditions. One was by using dolls
and other instruments such as a chair and a table for the doll (Doll condition). In the other
condition, children reported about the story without any tools(Verbal condition). Results showed

that, doll condition's performance was better than the verbal condition in the amount of correct
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information, spatial information, chronological information. Both the positive and negative effect
of using dolls in event reporting was discussed.

[Key words] anatomical doll, preschool children, reporting actions of others
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