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The use of kanji dictionaries by learners of
Japanese at beginning level:
Problems in searching for kanji-compounds

ITO, Sanae and SUZUKI, Masako

The aim of this study is to investigate the difficulties in the use of kanji
dictionaries by learners of Japanese at beginning level, focusing on the
search process of kanji-compounds. Informants were given the task of
looking up kanji-compounds in short sentences in kanji dictionaries. The
search process and follow-up interviews were recorded with video cameras
and taperecorders. The findings are that (1) recognition of affixes, checking
word meaning with the context, the organization of kanji dictionaries, and
the recognition of kanji units cause problems for beginning learners in
looking up kanji-compounds; (2) recognition of kanji-patterns and radicals
causes problems both in looking up single-kanji words and in looking up

kanji-compounds.



