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A study of —TATE:
in comparison to —TA BAKARI

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

In this paper, the author analyses the semantic features in the sememe of
the Japanese aspectual expression —TATE in comparison to —TA
BAKARI, using the methodology of semantic analysis in Kunihiro (1982).

As a result, two lexical semantic features (immediately aftery, similar to
—TA BAKARI, and {qualitative change into an essential condition) were
discovered. On the other hand, as syntactic features in the sememe, it was
found that a verb of productive/processing activity precedes —TATE in
the structure [—TATE NO + noun] and a verb expressing qualitative
change of the agent or object precedes —TATE in the structure [—TATE
+ conjunction equivalent + following clause].

Finally, as a remaining problem, further investigation of verbs which
appear before —TATE and, based on this, improvement of grammatical

explanations for Japanese language learners will be needed.



