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On 7o and koto

—From a phonetic point of view —

YAMASHITA, Yoshitaka

In Japanese, the use of no and kolo is complicated. It has been thought
that these two forms are pseudo-nouns which lack substantial meaning.

But if we consider them from a phonetic point of view, it is clear that
koto is a noun while no is a suffix which nominalizes a clause. A clause
which precedes kofo has a noun modifying function while a clause to which
no is attached lacks such a function. To modify a noun implicates that there
are other possible classes of the noun. This leads to the hypothesis that the
kofo construction may select from a range of variation, while the wno
construction intrinsically focusses on "uniqueness”.

This study examines the validity of the hypothesis in comparison to
previous syntactic and semantic analyses of #no and koto. It is found that in
some cases this hyphothesis can clarify questions which previous studies

did not explain.
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