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On “ The Tale of the Princes of Vladimir”

Takeo KURYUZAWA

The aim of this article is to search for the basis of the official political ideology
of the 16 th century Muscovite state.

It has long been believed that it was the famous theory or idea of “ Moscow the
Third Rome ” that had provided the Muscovite state with such an ideology. But this
had some defects as a political theory, as the author of this article previously pointed
out in another paper (‘“On the idea of ‘Moscow the Third Rome’” [in Japanese] in:
Y. KANEKO [ed.] Roshiya no Shiso to Bungaku [Russian Literature and Thought]
Tokyo, 1977, pp. 9-61). In the first place, it was a theory of exclusively religious
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nature. Secondly, it was too vague and abstract for a political theory. Thirdly, the
originator of this theory (Pskovan monk Philotheus) did not intend, as generally asse-
rted, to give the Muscovite ruler any political guidance, but to urge him to take any
steps necessary against the spreading moral corruption in Moscow.

What then could be the basis of such an official ideology, if it were not the the-
ory of “Moscow the Third Rome” ? Here our attention is attracted by * The Tale of
the Princes of Vladimir,” with which the present article deals.

The Tuale, written presumably by an unknown government authority in the begi-
nning of the 16 th century (during the reign of Vasily the Third), includes the follo-
wing two legends as its essential components. The first legend tells that the Mu-
scovite rulers can trace their descent through Rjurik back to the Roman Emperor
Augustus. The second one insists that the princely regalia, especially the so-called
“crown of Monomachos,” had been delivered to one of the Russian rulers by the
Byzantine Emperor Konstantinos IX Monomachos (1042-1055). With the help of these
two legends, the 7Tale argued for the nobility of birth of the Muscovite princely fa-
mily and the legitimacy of their rule. The author of this article is of the opinion
that the 7Tale could be more easily adopted by the state authority as its political gui-
ding principle than the theory of “ Moscow the Third Rome .

In this connection, it is necessary to take into consideration also “ The Genealo-
gy of the Lithuanian Princes,” to which our 7Tale closely related (according to the
Soviet scholar R. P. Dmitrieva, both these are originally one and the same work).
This Genealogy has as its purpose to show how humble were the births of the Lithu-
anian Princes, compared to those of the Muscovite Princes. It reminds us of the di-
fficult political problems which Moscow faced at that time: it had long been at war
with the Polish-Lithuanian state because of boundary problems. Therefore, it seems
that the 7ale with its Genealogy was written in order to support the concrete plans
of the Muscovite state; that is, to justify its territorial ambitions.

It was such Soviet scholars as D. S. Lichachev, Ja. S. Lur’e, A. L. Gol’dberg, A.
A. Zimin and, par excellence, R. P. Dmitrieva who had noted for the first time the
official nature of the Tale. The author of this article owes much to their studies.
He does not, however, share their assertion that the 7ale has nothing to do with By-
zantine political thought. It is easy enough to point out the Byzantine elements in
the Tuale, as, for example, the legend of the crown of Monomachos.

To this article is added a Japanese translation of the 7ale and the Genealogy
by the present author.



