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(A Critical Assessment of Langacker’s Notion of Subjectivity) 
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1. : Langacker (1985) 

(conception) Langacker (1985)

Langacker (2008:260)  
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(1) a. Don’t lie to me! 

 b. Don’t lie to your mother! (Langacker 1985:127) 

(1a) (1b) me your mother

(1b)  (displacement)

 

(1a)  

(2) a. Ed Klima is sitting across the table from me! 

 b. Ed Klima is sitting across the table! (Langacker 1985:140) 

(2a) (2b)

 (seen “through the eyes of” the speaker)

(2a), (2b) (3a), (3b)  

(Langacker 1985:143)  

 (3a)   (3b) 
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(1b) your mother  (2a) from me (2b) (from me) tomorrow elbow 

 

(2b)  (2000:285)

 

 

2. Langacker (1985)  

Langacker (1987:131) Langacker (1985:115) There is a 

mailbox across the street.

Langacker (1985)

Langacker 

(1990:21) Vanessa is sitting across the table.

Langaker (1985) Langacker (1987)

 

Langacker (2008:468) (4a,b) (5a,b)  

(4) a. I don’t trust him. 

b. (I) don’t trust him. 

(4a) Langacker (1985)
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(4b)  (IS)

Objective Content (OC)

Langacker (1990)

OC

(Langacker 2008:462)

 

 

 1985 1987 1990 2008 

 onstage  onstage offstage 

 onstage offstage the fringes of the 

OS-region or 

perhaps offstage 

OC 

 

3.  

Langacker (1985)



 

 “the entity 

that an expression designates” (Langacker 1991:551)

 “the primary locus of attention in a viewing situation” 

(Langacker 1985:122)  “the 

profile is restricted to the objective scene” (Langacker 1985:142; cf.135)

 

(6a)  

(6b)  

(6a)

(6b)

(6b)

(6b)

Langacker (1985)
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4.  

(6b)

(3b)
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G. 

Genette (narrator) (focalizer)

Ground (C) (S)

(1b)

(2b) (2b)

 

Langacker (1985:140)  “Dmitri was trudging through the woods. There was a clearing 

ahead.” Dmitri

Dmitri

 

(7) 

There, in the middle of the meadow, a most 

odd-looking little man was watching Ichiro.  […] (p.29) 

(8) 

[…] What was worse, two blue eyeballs were ogling them 

through the keyhole. […] And they both burst into tears. (p.59) 

 

5.  

(9) What a glorious day! The sun is shining, the sky is blue, and the scenery is spectacular.  

There’s snow all around , as far I can see, and no smog at all.  I feel great!  Wish 

you were here. (Langacker 1985:139) 

 


